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L Mong all the worthy bifterierof BY 8 
the Saintts which are regiſtred : 
in the booke of God, there is not ' 


ap one example of faith and o- 
bedience comparable (as I ſuppoſe) to A- 
braham : who as he was the Ether of all 
the fankfull Rom, 4. 1 f. fo he i propoum- 
ded to all the heires of promiſe, a« a moſs 
worthie putterne fir imitation. And to this 
end the Lord as he had indued him with an 
excellent meaſure of his grace, ſo by a cor- 
reſ pondencie of trials proportionable to his 
faith, he hath manifefted the ſame tothe 
world : that all thoſe which profeſſe hm. 
ſelues to be the ſames of Abraham, g, . 
either imitate his faith and obedience;or elſe. % WF 
know themſclues to be none of bus childrtth 
For which cauſe the holy A 
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gd 
r other of the 
. Nn is knowne 
ny that we are iuſti- 
eh e without works, the other 
aug + — we are inftified by ſuch a 
7 th as i not alone, or wit hout IX bo : both 
the example of Abraham as a 
e,the 3 inſtiftcation whereb 
rene: inſti to wit, by imputatio of C hiſt s 
' « righteonſnes apprehended by fauh.the other 
2 * whereby we are declared to be inſt, 
by the fruits of faith which are good 
works, ke therefore proning that we are 
inſtified by Faith without works, that #9, by 
imputation of Chriſts righteonſnes 
which is apprehended bf. faith,argneth Fan 
the example of Abraham ro this "Ree. that 
as he was weſtified,ſo are we, Romi. 4. 23.24. 
he was iuſtified by faith without works, that 
is,by imputation * Chriſts righteonſnes ap- 
prehended by faith, without reſpect of ani 
; — inherent in himſelfe, therefore 
ee are fs —— by faith, without works,. 
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eſpeciallie by 


ham therefore as you ſee, is propounded to 
all the faithful as a patterne in both re- 
ſpefts, So that if we world be eſteemed the 
ſormes of Abraham at all the faithfull are) 
we muſt looke to be iuſtiſied as he was, and 
by ſuch a faith. The Papiſts therefore, who 
ſeeke Juſtification by works that is, nherentt 
righteouſnes, are not the ſonnes of Abra= + 
ham, For thoſe wha are of faith, chat i, _ 
who ſecke iuſtiſicatiom by faith and not by. 9s . 
workes , are the children of Abra SHR 
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Jer war nor a 2 
wy . 4 no- 
"Abraham whereby he was 
& God, and his dutifull obedi- 
| — y he 2 knowne and declared 
| areth in particulars re- 
5 d, Moſes, Jer adn eſpecially he ap- 
his faurh and obedience, when 
he was emoyned by a commanndement of 
tryall, to acrifice bi owne and onely ſonne 
Iſaac. For i this greateſt tryallthe Lords 
purpoſe was to maniſſt to the world his 
greateſt faith and rareſt: obedience : and in 
reſpect of both to commend him to all ſuc- 
ceeding oenerations,at a oft linely patterne * 
to be followed of all the heires of promiſe. 
For which cauſe as I thought this notable 
flory of Abrahams rrall moſt worthie to be 
: ex. in thes Eaters ſolemmitie-: ſo others 
"II baue defored, and I haue yeelded, that the 
3 ee wherein it was handled, ſoould be 
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flomed (Ire) ig ore 2 — 5 
hams faith and'obedience. And as hitherty © © 


on haus (to Gods glory be it ſpoken, and to 
2 good — . ſhewed your 


ſelſe to be ane ile of Abtabiim: „ 
fo my defire is, that this cp & Rbra- 4 
ham commended vnte now, May he ſome in- x | 
corragement for you, to continue to the end 
in that courſe wherein you haue long wal 
d. That imitating ftill the faith of Abra- 
ham, and treading in the ſteps of his obe- 
dience vnto the end, you may be ſure after 
the labours of this life to 2 in Abrahams Lak 16.4. 
boſome, where you ſhall receine the endof $4 
your faith, which is the ſaluation of your e 1 

' foule bythe precious merits of Teſts Ga Pp 
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F Tua G. Gen. 22. 1 de HED - > 29 
1 After theſe things it came to 110 1 a3 
" tharGod himſelfe tempted Abraham, and 2 
ſaid unto him, Abraham : who anſwered, 
Here am E 3 

2 Aud be ſaid, Talę now thy ſeune, thin 
only ſonue, mhom thou loueſt, euem Iſaac, 
and go thy waies vnto the land of Moriah, 
and offer him vp there for a whole burnt 
+ offring vpon one of the mountains, which I 
will tell thee. 

3 Then Abrabam roſe vp carely in the 
ſame morning and ſadled his aſſe and tooke 
two of his ſernants with him, and Iſaxo his 
. cloue wood for the burnt offring, 

and roſe vp and went to the ove which 
God had told him. 

4 The third day Abraham bfe 2 bus 
ve ar the place a farre off. - 

An Abraham ſaid to his Grants, 
* with the aſſer = Tad iii. 7 
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vnto you. 
s Then Abraham tooks the mood for the 
burnt offring, and laid it wpon Iſaac this 
ſonne,and he tooke the fire in his hand and 
the knife, and they both went togetber. 
7 And Iſaac ſpaks to his father & ſaid, 
My father. And he anſwered, Here am I, 
ſonne. And he ſaid; Bebold the fire and 
the wood, but where is the lambe for the 


burnt offrin ? 

8 Then Abraham anſwered, God will 
provide him a lambe for a burnt offring, 
1 : and ſo they two went toge- 
4 | 


9 Andwht they came to the place which 
God had told him, Abraham bailded an al- 
tar there, and couched the wood, and bound 
Iſaac his ſonne, and laid him on the altar 
vpom the nood. | 

10 And Abraham ſtretching forth his 
bard,tooke the knife to kill his ſonne. | 
11 But the Angell of the Lord cal- 
led unto him from 3 ſaying. Abra- 
bam, Abraham. And he anſwered, Here 
am J. 4 

12 Then he ſaid, Lay not thine hand 
vpon the young man, neither doe any thing 

fo 


»S. . 


to bim. for now I kuom thou feareſt Gud 
ſeeing for my ſalg thou haſt not ſpared 
thine only ſoune. 


A this chapter the Holie 
e ghoſt hath recorded the 


ll Abrahams temptation 
by God himſelf concer- 
"I ning the immolation of 
TIfaac,pretended by God, and intended 
by Abraham, vnto the 11. verſe: and the 
euents thereupon enſuing, in the reſt of 
the chapter. 

The ſtorie of the temptation conſi- 
ſteth on two parts: the propoſition in 
the firſt words, containing both the ar- 
gument of the ſtorie, and the ſcope and 
purpoſe of God in this buſines, vi⁊. that 
God tempted Abraham: and the nar- 
ration in the reſt of the words, vnto the 
1 1. verſe. Wherein is declared both the 
action of God tempting, and the beha- 
uiour of Abraham when he was temp- 
ted; In the propoſition the Holie ghoſt 
giueth vs, and all that ſhall ceade or 
heare this ſtorie, an item, or watch- 
word, that howſocuer Abrabaũ was to 
B 2 vnder- 
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lowing, concerning the killing and ſa- 
| crificing of his owne ſonne, as a ſerious 
; precept, the omiſſion whereof had been 
| finne vnto him, and an honouring of 
his ſonne more then God: yet notwith- 
ſtanding the Lord bad him offer his 
ſonne, not becauſe he would haue /ſaac 
ſacrificed, but Abrahams faith and obe- 
dience tried. Which alſo appeareth by 
the euent, verſ. 1 1. 1 2. where the Lord, 
who is not chaunged, by a contrarie 
commandement ſignifieth that hee did 


Fand not require the fact: and as ano- 
fin non fa- 

12 1 
Ami if deſire, which he diſprooued inthe per- 
In voco pro- formance. Now this warning that God 
4 * did but tempt Abraham was neceſſarily 
b 7 „tobe giuen, leſt men vnderſtandingthe 
Ae enpere commandement following, as a ſerious 
erm 73. precept which God would haue fulfil- 
7 led, might imagine that God is pleaſed 
with ſacrificing of men, or might iuſtly 
ground their diuelliſh practiſe of ſacri- 
ficing their children vpon this com- 
mandement of God. 

This admonition therefore teacheth 
Vs 


=. vaderſtand the commaundement fol- 


Hm inquire(as Ambroſe ſaith) his affection, 


ther, he did approoue in the intent and 


en = Acne 


, tempted of God. _ yet Moſes here 
3 


following; as the queſtion which our 
Sautour propounded to Philip concer- 
ning the feeding of fiue thouſand men, 
Ioh. 6. 5, 6. hence ſhall re buy bread that 
All theſe may eate : this he ſaid tempting 
bim, for himſelfe knew what he was purpo- 
ſed to doe. So in this place God ſaith to 


Abraham, Goc offer thy ſonne to me 


for a burnt ſacrifice. This he ſaid temp- 
ting him for himſelf knew what he was 
purpoſed to doe, viæ. to trie, and by trial 
to manifeſt Abrahams faith and. obe- 


dience, and to propound the ſametoall 


ages following as a moſt worthie pat- 
terne to be followed. But whereas it is 
ſaid that God tempted Abraham; for ſo 


the words are (haelohins niſſah) and the 


Apoſtle ſpeaking of this matter, Hebr. 
11.17. Zy faith ( ſaith he) Abraham nee 
d when he was tempted. offered Iſaac, 
divers queſtions may not vnproſitablie 
bemoucd:and firſt whether God temp- 
teth any man or not. For Iames faith, 
chap. 1.13. that God tempteth no man, 
and therefore that no man merwmr©- 
when he is tempted, may ſay that he is 


ſaith 


— * Brabham ur” L 2 EIS. * 2 ma 9 TA . 
vs to vnderſtand the commaundement 


iich that he tempted, and as the ſeuen- 
| tie Interpreters read ire + A cer, and 
accordingly the Apoſtle Hebr. 11. 17. 
meeaneth that Abraham wee], whẽ 
he was tempted, was tempted of God. 

I anſwere by diſtinction, that temp- 
tations are either prouocations to euill, 
or probations and trials. Of tempta· 
tions as they are prouocations to euill, 
God is not the author; neither doth he 
tempt any vnto ſinne, as James faith, 
but the diuell as the principall, who is 
therfore called the tempter, the 


1. Pet. 2.11. from the fleſn, that is our owne corrup- 
lan. r. 14. tion, ariſe euill and noyſome concupiſ- 
cences which fight againſt our ſoule, 
whereby we are tempted and ſtirred vp 
to euill. ; 
The world is ſaid to tempt in reſpect 
of men in the world, or worldly things. 
Men tempt either by words counſel- 
ling, alluring, incenſing and prouoking 
to ſin, or by deed and example. World- 
ly things whereby men are tempted are 
either the deſires of the world drawing 
to euill, or the terrors of the world with- 
drawing from good. 


world and the fleſh as his ſeruitours. For 
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The 
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The diuell tempteth either immediat 


ly by caſting bad motions as it were ſi- 
rie darts into mens hearts, which are 
called his ſuggeſtions : or mediately 
by meanes, vſing either as his inſtru- 
ments ſometimes the fleſh, that is our 
own corruption, which is as it were the 
diuels bawd proſtituting the ſoule to 
his temptations, or the mediation of o- 
ther men ſometimes friends ſometimes 
foes, who are as it were the diuels bfo- 
kers: or elle as obiects and occaſions 
either the defires of the world which he 
vſeth in reſpe& of the . that is get- 
ting as baites of ſinne, and in regard of 
ier, that is the vſing, as the ſnares of 
ſinne, or the terrors of the world, which 
are as it were the diuels bugbeares to 
ſcarre vs from weldoing. As touching 
theſe temptations therefore which are 
prquocatians co euill, wee conclude 
with James 1.13. Let no man when he ts 
tempted ſay I am tempted of God: for God 
A he is arciere & a 19461 one that cannot 
be tempted to euill, ſo he tempteth no man, 
namely to euill. | 

But you will ſay, God tempteth A- 
ſrabam to kill his own ſonne which is a 
B 4 ſinne, 
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zto leade them into temp- 


Anſ. Whether this particular where- 
unto Abraham was tempted were a fin 
or not, Iwill anon diſcuſſe in the perſon 
of Abraham. In the meane time this ge- 
nerall aſſertion is to bee retained, that 
God tempteth, that is, prouoketh no 
man vnto ſinne. | 

Ob. Why then doe we pray that he 
would not leade vs, or as the word «- 
"ie: ſigniſieth, that he would not carrie 
or bring vs into temptation? 

Anſw. It is one thing to tempt, and 
another to leade into temptation: as it 
is one thing to execute puniſhment on 
a malefactor, and another to deliuer 
him ouer to the executioner; the one is 
the act of the hangman, the other is the 
act of the Indge.Sothe diuell tempteth 
and God lſeadeth into temptation. For 
the better vnderſtanding whercof wee 
are to no that there be three degrees 
of the Lords dealing in this caſe. For 
firſt the Lord ſometimes bringeth his 
ſeruants to be tempted, as it were his 
champions into the liſts of the combat 

to 
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to be encountred and tried, 


vtterly vanquiſhed, Thus our Sauſdur 


Chriſt was carried of the ſpirit into the 
wildernes to be tempted of the diuell, 


Matth. 4. 1. Thus /ob was permitted, yea 
and committed into the hands of Satan 
to be tempted, CET Ar 
Secondly, the Lord ſometimes deli- 
uereth men to be tempted, and leaueth 
them for the inſtant to take a foyle, ei- 
ther for a chaſtiſement or a triall, that 
they might be humbled at the ſight of 
their owne weakenes, and bee made 
more circumiſpect for the time to come. 
Thus the Lord left Ezechias when the 
Ernbaſſadours of Babylon came vnto 
him that he might tempt, that is, prooue 
him, and know, that is, make knowne 
allrhat was in his heart, 2.Chro.3 2.3 1. 
The like may be ſaid of Dauid and Pe. 
ter whentheyfell,* taht 
Thirdly, the Lord ſometimes deliue- 
reth men ouer tothe diuell as his exe- 
cutioner, or to their one luſts, not on- 
ly to be tempted, but to be ouertome 
and to be carried headlong into ſinne, 
as 
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graces in them may appeare, but not᷑ to 
be foy led, and much leſſe ouercome or 
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thing can eſcape it, his will is omnipo- 


© © 28 4 iff puniſhment. of their former 


ſinnes. For howſocuer men thus giuen 
ouer do as it were take a felicitie in ſin- 
ning, yet of all puniſhments that can 
befall a man in this life, this is the moſt 
dreadfull iudgement. In this ſenſe ther- 
fore God is ſaid to lead men into temp- 
tation, as alſo to harden meris hearts, 
not that he tempteth, that is, prouoketh 
any to ſinne, or infuſeth fin into them, 
nor that liee hardeneth, that is, of ſoft 


ma keth hard, but that they being hard 


and in the ſlauerie of ſinne and Satan 
alreadie, he giueth them ouer for a iuſt 
puniſhment of their former ſins, further 


to bee hardned and enthralled: which 


hardnes and thraldome they further ga- 
ther to themſelues willingly, hardening 
their owne hearts, and committing ſin 
with greedines. It cannot therefore be 
prooued that God tempteth any, and 
yet it cannot be denied but that in all 
teinptations he hath a ſtroke. For this 
is a certaine truth, that nothing can 


happen ixſcio aut inuito Deo, without 


Gods knowledge or againſt his will. For 


his knowledge is omniſcient, and no- 


tent, 
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tent and nothing can reſiſt it. The din 


therefore cannot tempt a man, vnleſſe 
God would haue him tempted;nerfoile 
him, vnleſſe God would haue him foi- 
led; mor vanquiſh him, vnleſſe God 
would haue him vanquiſhed.. And, al- 
though the diuell th tempting, andthe 
man which yeeldeth to the remptation 
doe both ſinne; yet by their ſinnes the 
Lord bringeth to paſſe his owne: good 
worke. As for example, the chaſtiſe- 
ment, triall, or amendement of his: ſer- 
uant, or the iuſt puniſhment of the wie- 
ked. And howſoeuer the diuell and wie- 
ked inen in reſpect. of their will and in- 
deuour rebelliouſly oppoſe themſelues 
againſt the will of God ; yet the euent 
is no other then God hath appointed, 
God in his infinite wiſedome and al- 
mightie prouidence, ſo ouer-ruling the 
actions of all his creatures, that when 
they thinke nothing leſſe then to doe 
the will of God, they become his inſtru- 

ments vnwittingly for the effecting of 
his deſignes, as Auguſt. ſaith ad Lau- 
rent. cap. I oo. Hoc quippe ipſo quod contra 
Det voluntatem fecerunt, de ipſis falta eſt 

voluntas Dei: But we mult diſtinguiſh 
| betwiaxt 


» if 1 al. | 
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bdbetwixt che euill worke of the bad in- 


ſtrument and the good worke of God, 
which by the euill inſtrument he brin- 

geth well to paſſe, which is neuer: che 

worſe for the bad inſtrument, as it is 

neuer the better for the good. As for 

example, when a malefactour (whotn 

the Magiſtrate perhaps ſuffereth to goe 

vnpuniſhed) falleth into the hands of 

theeues and is murthered, the iudge- 

ment of God vpon him is no leſſe iuſt, 

then if he had been put to death by the 

Magiſtrate. Albeit the inſtruments by 

whom this iudgement is executed, are 

wicked murtherers. Thus through the 

enuious ſending of Joſeph by his bre- 
thren, who therein ſet themſelues a- 
gainſt che will of God reuealed in Jo- 
ſephsdreames,. the Lord in mercie ſen- 
deth him to be a father vnto Pharao, 
and a foſterer of his Church, Geneſis 
45. 7. and 50. 20. By the filthie inceſt 
ſhamefully committed hy Ab ſalam, the 
Lord iuſtly puniſheth the adulterie of 
Dauud, a. Sam. 12.11. 12. By the trea- 
cherous;vniuſt,engious giuing ouer of 
our Sauiour to death, by Judas, Pilate, 
andthe Prieſts, the Lord in 2 
| : able 


alen triad. 1 
able mercie gaue his ſonne to death for 
vs, Act. 2. 23. and 4. 28. So by the wic- 
ked and malitions temptations of Sa- 
tan, who therein ſceketh the ruine and 
perdition of the faithful, the Lord fur- 
thereth their ſaluation, ſometimes cha- 
ſtifing them for their amendement, 
ſometimes trying their faith and obe- 
dience, ſomerimes exerciſing them to 
humilitie and mortification of ſinne, al- 
waies ſo onerruling the malice of the 
diuell , that euen in his temptations, 
wherein he intendeth nothing but their 
harme and deſtruction, he becommeth 
(maugre his ſpite) the inſtrument of 
God to further their ſaluation. 

Thus then it appeareth that God 
tempteth no man vnto euill, and that 
howſoeuer tlie Lord hath a hand in all 


temptations which be vnto euill, yet he 


worketh no euill, but vſeth, ordereth, 
and diſpoſeth them vnto good, and ſo 
— all his creatures, that when 
they intend and doe euill to their owne 
damnation, they are the inſtruments of 
God to aduance his glorie and further 
the ſaluation of the cle. The which 
doctrine as it miniſtreth ſingular — 

x re 
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4 fort to the malthfull, vnto whoſe ood al | 


things, euen the temptations of Satan, 
4 dne worke together, Rom.8:28: So it 
J ſeruech to diſcouer the diuelliſh malice 
of the Papiits, & namely of the ſhame- 
leſſe author of the twelue Articles, who 
is not aſhamed to publiſh in print, that 
wee not onely make God the author of 
ſinne, which is blaſphemous, but the 
only cauſe of ſinne, and (that which the 
diuell would haue bin aſhamed to vt- 
ter in his one perſon) that wee make 


God worſe thẽ the diuell, Articl. 10. But 
I conclude this point with Fuſgentius, ad 
Monimum. lib. I. pag. 5 7. Deus itaq; licet 
author uon fit malarum cogitationum, or- 
dinator eſt tamen malarum voluntatum, 
& de malo opere cuinſlibet mali, non deſinit 
ipſe bonum operari: That is, God there- 
ore although hee be not the author of 
euill thoughts, yet he is an orderer or 
diſpoſer of bad willes, and by the bad 
worke of euery wicked one, he ceaſeth 
not to effect that which is good. 
HFitherto wee haue ſpoken of the for- 
mer kinde of temptations which are 
prouocations to euill, in which ſenſe 
Bod tempteth no man. The other kind 
SIR, 2 8 


9323 


— — 


—— 


are probatio 


God in diuers places of the Seripture is 
faid to tempt, that is, to trie r to proue 
men, and that diuerſly, as we ſhall hear 
anon. 

But it wil be ſaid, that tentare, to tempt 
or trie a man, is to take an experiment 
of him that is tried, preſuppoſing in him 
that tẽpteth either ignorance or doub- 
ting at the leaſt: the former whereof is 
a priuation or abſence, the latter a de- 
fect and want of knowledge; but nei- 
ther is incident to the alknowing God, 
who with one eternall view or act of 


vnderſtanding, doth at once perfectly 


and diſtinctly know al things that haue 
been, are, or ſhall be. It may therefore 
be demanded in rhe next place in what 


ſenſe God is ſaid, vho knoweth all men 


better then themſelues, to tempt or 
proue them. 

Ianſwere, that tempting or prouing 
doth not alwaies preſuppoſe ignorance 
or doubting in him that tempteth. For 
there are to ſorts: of tempting or pro- 
uing: the one when a man tempteth to 
take an experiment of that which hee 
knew not, or doubted of; as W 
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e fidelitie of 
one friend the good will of another, 
whereof he is not ſufficiently perſwa- 


ded. The other, when one tempteth, to 


cauſe the partie tempted to giue an ex- 
riment of that which hee alreadie 
noweth:as when a Schoolemaſter cal- 
leth forth one of his beſt ſchollers, and 
appoſeth him in ſuch queſtions as hee 
can anſwere. The end of both indeed is 
experimentall knowledge: but of the 
former, the knowledge of him that 
tempteth, that hee may by experience 
know ſomewhat whereof before he was 
ignorant or doubtfull : of the latter, 
the knowledge, not of him that temp- 
teth, but of him that is tempred,and al- 
ſo of others. In the former ſenſe, temp- 
ting cannot properly be attributed to 
God, yet vnproperly and after the man- 
ner of men, it may. For euen as God is 
ſaid to be angrie or ſorie, ar to repent, 
- Non quantum ad affectum, ſed quantum 
adeſfectum : Not in regard of the affec- 
tion which is not incident vnto God, 
but of the effect, whe he doth that which 
aman would doe when he 1s angric, or 
ſorie, or repenteth: So God may be ſaid 
to 


his ſeruant, de! 4 
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eo tempt 


poſition õf hiadchãtis eempted hu aps 


Ziue an experiment of tHiatwhichts i 
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the fimiliedde of mam je fairlròr dtn 
any ebing whereby the fm̃tide arid: diſi 


peare cicher to himſelfe br ev/iorhers, 
And as this is ſpoken her@uhintansy, 
chat is by a met᷑aphore tukẽ one, 
ſo after wards· verf 15; When hee faith, — 
now I know that is,noWIhiucexpes 2-2. 
rience or experimentall knowledge: 
for thereuned tempting Virectly ten- 
deth. But n the latter ſenſe temptin 
may properly be aſcribed to God, who 

is then ſaid to tempt, when hè bringetii 
men into triall, and eadſeth ehem to 


them, that their mindè and diſpoſſtion 

may be manifeſted, not tõ God (before 

whoſe eyes all things, be they neuer ſo 
ſecret,areYure x mp3 ir dd.ad mi; pious 

ruins that is, naked, and as it were cut Heb. 4. 13. 
through the backe bone) but to them . nnd 
folues and t dᷣthers. In this ſenſe God n. 

is ſaid to haue tempted Abralran;o4 lies: 

le cauſed hm o giue un exptriment᷑ to 

the world of his ex eellent faitſhiand o- 

bedicnce 1 and anſwerabl/ hee is ſaid? 
verſ. 12. now to know that Abrahan 

| C feared 
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Procepius fit- 


F * 5 . : ly expoundeth thoſe words, Nac omi, 


imen eius rei dediſti eximinm. 


And ehus tempring, which in the for- 


mer ſenſe. is attributed to God «riemms- 
t after the manner of men, is accor- 


Ling to th latter ſenſe vnderſtood * 
cas it beſometk God, as Arhanaſus 
6.1. ſpeaketöß). 


Nom if jv be further obiected, that if 
God would take triall of eAbrahams 
faith and obedience, hee Theuld haue 
tried him rather whiles he was yonger, 
and before he had giuen ſo many teſti- 
monies of his faith and obedience: for 
it may ſeeme ſtrange that he would trie 
a tried ſeruant: Ianſwere, according to 
that which hath been ſaid,that God ta- 
keth triall of his ſeruants to another 
end then men doe. Men take triall of 
their ſeruants, becauſe they would haue 
experience of their fidelitie, which is 
not ſufficiently knowne. ynto them. 
But God, to whom the ſecrets of all 
hearts are lnowne, needeth not make 
triall of men to this end, that hee might 
learne ſomething which hee 

new 
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knew not. 


ouer their owne hearts. Thus the Lord 


332.31. whom the Lord left to himſelfe 
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hee is ſaid to tris nen, 
-when hee cauſeth them to giue pet ' =. 
ments of that which he per! Ss. 
eth, and that either to themſelues oreo: +7 
others. To themſelues, for as eAvguſtive + 
well ſatth, Neſcit ſe homo uiſi in tentatio - De mp 
ve diſcat ſe A man knowes not himſelfe . 
throughly, vnleſſe by tentation he han 
experience of himſelfe. For men many 
times ouerweene their owne gifts; and 
therefore God bringeth them into trial 
that they may ſee their one weaknes, 
that ſering it they may be humbled, an 
being humbled they may be more fer- 
uent in prayer, more ęireuniſpect of 
their waies, and as it were more iealous 


7 


* 


* 


* 
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afflicted tlie Iſraelites in tlie · wildernes, 
that hee might tempt them and know 
what was in their hearts, whether they 
would obſerue his precepts or not: that 
i, chat by their aflitions and trials he 
might diſcouer vnto them their owtre 
weakenes and vnabilitie to keepe His 
law, and that they by this means might 
be driuen ynto Chriſt, Deut. 8.2. The 
like may be ſaid of Ezechiar, 2.Chrod. 
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; Falges,too much preiudgiig heir on 
n Bis, and charefene heard ibringerh 
„dem alſo tottiell, that cheySeoing) bis 
gases in chemſslues, may berthankfull 
5 7 — — 
tempore Then 2 Hic ergo ignarm oft Den rerũ &. 
: "g eb i lr Ce cherette lo 
gnorant of huwanc affaires, to) vnac- 

T de ee meas, hearts that hee 
heuld hy cs mpti ſee ke tò finde menꝰ 
No, but that wandhould finde himſelfe. 
For (as heę alſo/ ſaith) there ate many 
things in an hidden and unnovne 
vnto him ſelfr, wich ae not manifeſted 

or madeknownrbur: in temptatiuns. 
And as cha Lord by tãptations maketh 
men knoyyne to themſelues, fo alſo ro 
Hehers- Hirſt, in reſpect of their frailtie, 
that we byghejs example may brtome 
more circhmſpect, clpecially if they 
whole example we be hold, tre better 
and ſtronger then our ſeluce. For if Da. 
 Kid,if Exechiaedf Peter, when they were 
tempted, bewrayedtheir weaknes, how 


* had 


n 
kaow whatſoeuer was in lis On 
che other, fide; men ſometiines encel- 
daling in humilixie are defectiue im thãk- 


et 
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wee enter, not into demptation ⁊ Soc 


condly, .im:reſpe&; of lein faith :an® 


conſtancie;thacwee ſeein its Amway good. 

Searles 28 5 V both gle 
ſtitre vp oil ſelues — . 
But as touching tlie crird ſeruants of 
God, lagh ara bent gd lob wert, 
this may be ſaid in briefe; tliat the Lord: 
trieth rþem, that his graces in tliein, as 
their fai regs foye,obcdience,conftaricie, 
patien — be manifeſted not onely 
to themfelues, both, ta miniſter · co · 
fort ynto them, and to ſtirre them vpto- 
thankfulnes, hut eſpecially to othors, 
vato whom the Lord. ꝑropoundetli 
them as notahle parternes, ta be imira- 
ted. For euen as ichogletatters ſomes 
times call forth ſome of their moſt to 
ward fchollers, and take exatt triall vf 
chem, partly, co approoue their own 
paines, and partly to ſtirro yp their o- 
ther ſchollers to greater diligence: ſa: 
the Lard maketh choiſe. of ſotneę of his 
principal ſcruants of vhom he taketh 
2 to manifeſt his graces in 
them, boch to chemſclugs and alſaito o- 
n who rer theit ] Vants 
3. Wich 
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| they are of that perfe» 
Aion which they are to aſpire vnto, 
may be ſtirred vp to a daily increaſe in 
pietie. And to conclude this point with 
eAugaitive,Serm.72.de temp. where ha · 
uing ſhewed that Abraham was temp- 
ted: that he mige he the better knowne 
to himſelfe, he addeth: And if Abraham 
were knowne to himſelſe, yet hee had 
not been knowne to vs. Verely he was 
to be manifeſted either to hinlfe or to 
vs. To himſelfe, that hee might know 
wherefore to giue thankes: to vs, that 


we might know either what to begge of 


God, or what to imitate in the man. 
So much may ſuffice to haue ſpoken 
of the propoſition; wherein wee haue 
diſcuſſed theſe three queſtions : firſt, 
whether the Lord who is here ſaid to 
have d Abraham to kill his own 
ſonne, doth tempt any man vnto euill: 
and ſecondly, if the Lord tempt none 


tempo. Abrabam, namely to try or proue 
him: and thirdly, to what end) the Tod: 


who by himſelfe knoweth all thing, 
tempted and ptoued ebrabam, winch 


to euill, then in what ſenſe he is ſaid to 


v5 
g o 
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briefly 
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who was alreadie knowneto God. 

Now we are to proceed to the narra- 
tion, herein this great triall of Abra- 
bam is detlared. And in the narration 
we are to conſider two things, the aRis. 
of God tempting, and the behauiour of 
eAbraham when he was tempted. The 
action of God is twofold, his vocation 
or call, whereby hee prepateth Abra- 


bam to vndergoe this triall,verſ.r. Se- 


condly, his commandement, whereby 
he trieth him, verſ. 2. As touching the 
former: Seeing the thing here inioyned 
to Abraham, namely that hee fhould 
with his own hands kill his ſonne I ſaac, 
and offer him for a burne ſacrifice, was 
in ſhew not onely moſt eruell and vn- 
natural, but alſo repugnant tothe com- 
maundements and promiſes of God: 


therefore this is to be preſi ad as 4 


moſt certaine truth and takei for gran- 
ted, that Abraham was as certainly and 
infallibly aſſured, as a man can be cer- 
raine of any thing, that it was the Lord 


himſelfe which gaue him cis comman- 


C4 dement. 


| noteth, Vd munifefFe« Deu 
tur munds,qui iam nota} furrut Des: That erm-73. 
be might be manifeſted to che world, | 
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F: 155 8 was pot the Lord 
7 vneq him ;, how. caſily 
* Mie deere relolgecly ought 
bed baue repelled this temptation, as 
bingo RISE 174 be a ſerious com- 


of Satan, who might ſceme thereby to 
propokehim 155 murder his only ſonne, 
— by i acxificing him. to cut off che 
7 Fancernypg the hired ſeede 
= a ay A lo tally enli — 
10d, 2 nde, I. 3 powerf 
will, ſo gerraunly aff are han ort of, — 
— of this revelation,agcbat. he could 
not poſſiblj once doubt thereof. To 
this end the Lord ſpeaketh familigrly 
to him ae ee his name, A- 
brabam,thas he might duly attend, and 
aduiſedly Gr pho it Was that i pake 
vnto him: hauing receiued 
hisanſwere, Here ans ch — Abra- 
bam ſlieed hinſelfe not onely aſſured 
of the p dies that ſpake to him, but al- 
fork ut in eg en far, 
=D ommaungy: then Tay 
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oteſtation, thap it:cqutaie r 
neth the greateſt triall that euer aß 


deere man was exerciſed withall, and 
Feed farre greater then Im my ygak- 
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nes am able to ſet forth vnto you, ac- 
cording to the worthincs of the matter. 
Neither are you to maruell hereat, as 
though the Lord, dealt hardly with A 
brahams whom thus hardly he tempted, 

nor yet to pleaſe your ſelues that you 

are not tried after the ſame meaſure. 

For ſeeing the Lard is faithfull, and ſuf- 
fereth none of his children to be temp- 

ted aboue their ſtrength, therefore hen 
proportioneth their temptations and Gai ini 
ee ing totlie meaſure of grace ing his 
beſtowed vpon them. Hence it is that uants ob- 
the belt ſeruants of God haue endured ſeruetha 
the greateſt trials: and accordingly _ — 
hams ſtrongeſt faith is proued — ' 
1 KT whereas. the weaker | 

of others, is exerciſed by ea ſier 

temptations. For what Schoglemaſter 
that ſecketh by triall .roencourage or 
approue his ſchialſer, and tocommend 


bum co others (as the Lord. Joch his 


tried leruants) will appoſe a petite at 
learneth his AB rim e te in 
2271 x eb ew? 
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Hebrew? But trials are proportioned 
to mens ſtrength, the ſtrongeſt faith 
hath the greateſt trials, the weakeſt 


faith hach the leaſt trials, and where are 
no trials, it is a ſigne of no faith. 


No that Abrahams triall was excee- 


ding great, it may euidently appeare by 


thoſe two things whereby the greatnes 


of trials is to be eſteemed, to wit, the 
deerenes of that which he was to forgo, 


and the hardnes of that hee was to vn- 


dergoe. The ſumme of both is, that hee 
was to ſacrifice Iſaac. The deerenes of 
that which he was to forgoe, is of pur- 

oſe amplified by the Lord himſelfe to 
increaſe the triall, in foure degrees, 
plainly diſtinguiſhed in the originall 
text. Take no, ſaith he) erh bincha, thy 
ſonne. eth i ebideha, thy only ſonne, after 
ahabta, whom thou loueſt, eth jrſcak, 
euen 1ſaac, and offer him for a burnt 
ſacrifice. Take thy ſonne; thine only ſonne, 


whom thon loueſt, enen Iſaac. Alas, what 


needed all theſe words? had it not bin 
ſufficient to breake his heart, to haue 
ſaid, take tliy ſonne and offer him, but 
he muſt be put in initide that he was his 


onely fouric nn | 


his Dries — Lord 
ſtrength to beare, 
him, and by euery word which is: LY 
ded, he addeth tothe weight, 


For a facher to loſe his ſon, eſpecial> 
ly by death, & that violent death, it is a 


greater grief the any man can conceiue 
that is not a father, ſuch a ππν or na- 
turall loue God hath implanted in pa- 
rents, ho therefore deſire to die before 


| their children, andexccedingly grieve 


if they ſuruiue them; bur eſpecially in 
godly parents, and heroicall natures, 
wherein theſe 549 are moſt effeQuall ; 
but moſt eſpecially-in eAbrebam, in 
whom this #%5yx« did excell, who as 
he had long wanted;ſodid he moſt car- 
neſtly de ſire, and highly eſteeme of a 
fonnc, in ſo much that without him he 


lietle eſteemed of all outward bleffings 


beſides. For whereas God had by his 
romiſ en. 1 5. 1. z.) encouraged him, 
are —— 1 * thy — . and 
thine N eat reward. O Lord 
God(faith he)what wilt thow give me,ſee- 
ing T Zest chi 7? And therefore to loſe 
him whom he ſa greatly deſired, and 
highly eſteemed, muſt needs in * — 
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Aae be an cxceriling great gtieſe vn 


od im; How did Daxid lamene; the 

ath of Abſalom his rebellious:fonne; 
' whenheweptandaid, Q my ſennt Hb. 
| ſewer, ay ſonte Abſalom would 


nne my ſome! 2 Sam. 1 8.23. Ho did 
laaohmourne for the ſuppoſed death of 
Toſeph, Geneſis 37. 34. 3 5 · hee rent his 
clothes, and put; ſackcloth about his 


and when all his ſonnes and daughters 
roſe vp to comfort him, he would got be 
comforted, but ſard, Surely I will ga dawn 
into the graue to my ſunne, mourmagi And 
how againe was he reuiued, hen hee 
vnderſtood that Joſeph was nop: dend, 
Gen. 45. 28. where it is noted, that the 
ſpirit of Jacob reuiued, And Iſrael ſaid. 
haxe enough, Ioſeph 'my-ſonne in yet alive. 
And Hg wa ad; many o- 
ther ſons, whoſe 2 miglit com- 
if 


fartthem in the abſence of any one that 


ere xe firſt frumes of his children, as 
zan 5 f Philo 


„ 1% 


God. had died for abe] O.-Abi ſalum 


loynes, and ſorrowed for a long ſeaſon, | 


| Philatpeaket tel 


der d bur hauing but one and no hepe 


| 


% 57 4 1 


b 


been uf 


of ore by Sara his onely wife, to iu 
him va; to forgoe all, and with Hinrall 
hope ot poſteritio which might haue 
pierced: his heart with vnſpeakeable 
griefet iThetofure the Scriptures: when 
tkry would fignifie the greateſt ſorrow 
that maybe, they: vſe to compare it to 
che ſorro wing of a father for his. one 
ſonnt, Amos 8. 1 G Hach. 2. i o. And as 


this Might haue cauſed great griefe, ſo 


it required greartoue} hot onely to for 
oe, but wilhingly to forgoe his: onely 


ſonue. Hor tlus da a ſigure of Gods 


lau to vs, which in tho Seriptures is 
worthilynored to be oxceeding g 

becauſe lie hath giuen his onely begots 
ton ſontie for vs, oh. 3. 16. Rom. . 3 2. 
nloll. 9. io. But. both us loue of Ged 
anll. cauſe. of griefe for his ſonne may 
gte atlyibe amplified, if you conſider in 
wlrat nelpects he is called ſis onoly ſon. 
For. in this word, as Culain ſpeaketh, 
there was reperitay ictau, a doubled and 
trebled ſtroake „ uhicli might haue 
wounded his heart. For he is called the 
only ſonne, firſt in reſpect of Sarai,who 


= 


ascalled Sarah, 


| Kings and of nations, as . 
„ 'theaddition n 
called Abrabaui, to fig 
ſhhuld be a father * —— — 


ofchis promiſe, which is croſſed by the 
commandement; verſ.a. the Lord cal- 
kth him by his hame, Abraham, veri. r. 
Secondly, he is called his onely ſanne 
Gwply after the ſending away of /ſmeel, 
bereunto the Lord in theſe! wards ſec» 


with the meniorie of his putting away 
of /finael, whoch alſo he dearely loued. 


char he was not contented to ane cau- 
ſed him to 
of the bondwoman, whom alſo. he lo- 
uedleauing vnte him I ſaac alone; but 
he: will haue him ſorgde /ſaac too; the 
only child which he had, or could looke 
to haue by Sh, in reipett of whole 


wers promiſed to be 


tions and Kings. 
* Abraham loued Bae 
deerely, 


i * ſhould dea mockery ff < 


3 > 2-5 


Gen. 19. 5. 15. and to put him in minde 


Wan NTeg re 


mech to haue 2 his minde 


Asthouglihe would ſigniſie vnto him, 
t away Iſimael the ſonne 


Y — te — he and the | 
e parents of na- 


Fg zr eee, 


n „ , 


3 of I ſaar, and therefore: thae 

u added in the 4 ay N * 

Joweft. Indeede if het had been a ſon nean 
whom either he had not loued; or lo- 
ued but with an ordinary loue, the trial 
had:been the eaſier: but now the Lord 


tried him in that which was neereſt and 


deateſi vnto him, for. Abraham (as Joſe- 
phusſpeaketh)=pnem Joued Iſaase with | 
moe then an ordinary loue: firſt, be- This vas 
cauſe he was the.child. of his old age: 4% 4 
for (ks Philo ſaith) parents exceedingly 55h. c-_ 
loue: thoſe. which: are: late borne, and e ge 
this 18 noted to haus been the gauſe of ven, the” | 
lacob his; cxtraordinaty loue;tawards woſt for- 
| Joſeph, Gen. 33, verſ.3. The reaſon is — 2 
(aich Fhila) either becauſe they haue becauſe ax 
lang deſired them, or becatiſe:ithiey he faith, 
| looke for no mare: this therefore much mic 34-9085 
increaſeth the triall in that as Augifftins Preenrec? | 
noteth, [uberur filium victimareʒ ſolatiũ — . 
paterne ſenectutis, & unicũ pignut pes} — n 
ait qui quanto ferinr: tanto dulriar He were, vpon 
— to ſacrifice his Sonne, choſe which 
che ſolace of his Fathers old age Hand norte 
the-onely pledge of 'polteritie: vo the p. nba, 
later he was borne, the ſeetet lia. was Sem. 73. 
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* ;- +; ©» of kisſaluarion,ofwhom it was faid; in 


14.22.23 the ſonnt vf the ſteowoman and t 
fore nad onely itimate ſonne but 
and. whoſe ſerde 


thatſonne with 
the betd had promiſed to eſtabliſn his 
eurrlaſting couenant, Gen. iy. veiſſrg. 
Thirdly, becauſe hie was much delited, 
longlexprcted, and after many delares 
(which increaſerhe deſire Pro.1 3.52) 
and by many varneſt prayrrs ar che 
r 


vn giuen him of God: by miride;a- 


boue the courſe of gature, aua pled3oof 


Gods loue tohim : Fiftiy ber auſe hewab 
a avertuous, gracious and obrdiont ſon; 


which appeared in diu voluntarie fob. 


mitting himſelfe ro God and his father 


euen vnto death, as being therin a type 


ef Uhriſt. And laſtly, which I routhed 
beforegbecauſe hewas his onely thilde; | 
Por iopeè diuided among many is novſy 
Feruehr And yeteteſethree degrkrt, to 
forgoe his ſonne, his only ſonne, hom 
A is louedꝭ are nothing to thelaſtꝰ Fut 
was aa that he was to loſe, Iſaav che 
doof ius Hart, Iſaue che pledge of Gods 


joue, che reward of his faith, the earneit 
Iſaac 


/ 


uſtbewis{, 
dthere- 


Saeed x 


fas ſhall thy ſeede be called, i 


tend with grace, and to oppoſe himſelfe p,;, 


apparance as to bid him rend in — | 


E, «+ 
| 1 
Pf 2 * 


n ic 
cath the promiſe not onely of poſteri- 
tie, but alſo of the Meſſias who was to 
come of him, might ſeeme to be repe- 
led and brought to nothing. And ther- 
fore with him the Church who was to 
come of him, might ſeeme to dye, and in 

his loſſe concurred in all apparance the 
loſſe of ſaluation hoth to himſelfe and 

to all the heires of promiſe. For no ſal- 
uation but by Chriſt, who according to 

the promiſe of God, was to come of /- 
ſaac. In the former degrees Abraham 
was to contend with nature and with 
naturall affection, which I confeſſe is 9% os | 
hard to doe: but in this he was to con- m. 


to the word and promiſe of God. Why, 
to bid him offer Iſaac, was as much in 


Gods couenant, to renounce all aſſu- 
rance of Gods loue, to deſtroy the 
Church as it were in the ſhell, and to 
cut off all hope of ſaluation by Chriſt, 
And thus haue wee conſidered the 
deerenes ofthe perſon, whom Alruam 
was willingly to forgoe: now we are to 
conſider the harùdneſſe of the action 
Uu 5 D which 


4 


1 ef 

appeareth to haue been very hard, in 

wrreſpect both of his — his ſon, 

„ andof his allegiante vnto God. And in 

bot reſpects the hardneſſe may bee 
ſhewed, both: by the ſubſtance of the 
worke it ſelfe and the circumſtances 
thereunto belonging. The work as you 
haue heard was; chat he ſhould offer vp 
his ſonne vnto God for a burnt ſacri- 
fice. The circumſtance is cwofold; of 
time and place. The time, both when 
this commaundement was giuen, and 
vvhen it was to bee perfourmed. It was 
giuen (ſaitli the holie Ghoſt)in the firſt 
words of the chapter, After theſe things, 
which haue relation to the matters cõ- 
tained in the laſt chapter, although not 
to the laſt words of the chapter. That is, 
after the Lord had commanded Abra- 
bam to put away Iſinael, and had giuen 
him many notable promiſes in Iſaac, 


>  eoncerningthe multiplying of his feed 


miſe, and the bleſſing of all nations in 
the promiſed ſcede, and for a pledge of 
his loue had giuen him many temporal 


47244 ſirous 


waste performez which indeed 


Deere ee ee os ww | 


which ſhould inherit the and of pro- | 


bleſſings, inſomuch thiat Kings were de- 


* 


one reſted holy vpon Iſaut, and as 
Fiinſelfe lived in great proſperitie and 


favour of God; fo he took this to be his 


greateſt felicitie, that hee was to leaue 
Tſaac behinde him the heire of his hap- 
pines, and the inberitour of the fauout 


and promiſrs of God: inſomuch that 
now Iſaac being growne to mans eſtate 


{for noty hee was as Joſephus ſaith 25. 
yeares old, as others 33. as the Seder O- 
lam, 37) he began to bethinke him of 
prouiding a wife for him, that the pro- 
miſe concerning his ſeede might be per- 
formed (as may be gathered by the laſt 


euent mentioned in this chapter, wher- 


EEE 


e 
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firous to enter into league with him. S8. 
that now Abraham after Iſnael wis 
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'" Abrahams trial. ; 
cumſtance doth greatly increaſe the 
triall, which had been farre eaſier, if this 
commaundement had been giuen be- 
fore the eiecting of I ſinael, with whom 
alone Abraham could haue been con- 
tented, as may be gathered out of Ge- 
neſis 17.18 : before hee had receiued 
ſuch promiſes, or conceiued ſuch hope 
of the performance thereof in Iſaac, or 
had taſted ſo plentifully of Gods bleſ- 
ſings, which now he hoped to leaue to 
Iſaac, as the inheritour of his happines, 
and of Gods fauour : for the more a 
man hath to leaue to his child, the more 
he is grieued if he loſe his only child. 

As touching the time when this com- 
mandement was to be performed: he 
muſt take him preſently without fur- 
ther reſpite: for ſo hee ſaith, Take now, 
verſ. 2. but he muſt offer him three daies 
after, verſ. . that is, although this work 
was moſt hard, in mans iudgment moſt 
vnreaſonable, and in ſhew molt cruell 
and barbarous: yet he muſt deny him- 
ſelfe and his owne reaſon, and without 
further conſultation not · onely reſolue 

to doe it, but alſo addreſſe himſelfe = 
SL ;  Qals 


all his expectation. This eir- 


| 


this worke, Bur hauing once reſolued, 
and being entred into the action, hee 
ſhould nor offer him vntill the third 
day.He might haue bidden him preſent- 
ly to diſpatch, to ridde him of this care 
and griefe, or if he would needes haue 


him goe into the countrey of Moriah, 


(becauſe there was the place which af- 
ter he would chuſe for his worſhip and 
ſeruice, 2.Chron. 3.1.where alſo our Sa- 
uiour offred himſelfe vpon the eroſſe, of 


. |. which ſacriſice this immolation of I ſaac 
| wasatype) yet he might haue concea- 


led it from him, as Abraham in his fa- 
therly care concealed it from Iſaac, vn- 
till he came to the place, becauſe hee 
would not macerate his ſonne with a 
tedious expectation of death. The 
which circumſtance alſo doth adde 
great weight to the triall, eſpecially if 


you conſider the manifold exceptions, 
| which his own knowledge ſet on work 


by his affection could obicR, and the 


eunning obiectiõs which Satan would 


ſuggeſt, and thoſe diuerſe occurrents 


which might happe in the meane ſpace, 


eſpecially the continuall companie of 
2 


aar, hom he could not behold with- 
| D 3 out 


. 7 ©" ev 


out great remorſe;his ſweete conuerſa· 
tion and amiable ſpeeches, which might 
make him relent. So that by this delay 
Abrahams faith and conſtancie was 
ſtrongly. aſſaulted, and his heart being 
reſolute was macerated with the expe- 
ctation of this dreadfull ſacrifice. It is 
truly ſaid, Acerbiſſima eſt mora quæ tra- 
hit penam: And many: times the long 
expectation of death, is worle then 
death it ſelfe, - - 421 
The place alſo, howſoeuer in general 
termes it was declared that it ſnould be 
one of the hils in the countrey of Mo- 
riah, which was diſtant from Beerſheba, 
where Abraham recciued this charge, 


and whither he returned vnto his fami- 
lie, verſ. 19. as Lyra faith 20. leagues, as 


Luther & others 10. Germane miles: yet 
in particular the place was not defined: 
but for the greater triall of his faith and 
obedience (as in his calling out of V, 
Heb. 71. 8. left indefinit. For if on an hill, 
then he might thinke not in an obſcure 
and ſecret, but an open and conſpicu- 
ous place; and perhaps in the preſence 
or view hee knew not of whom, and 
therefore he could not tell what either 


danger | . 


| danger or offence he might incurre, 7 N N 
 facrificing his ſon there. And whereas he mW 


came not to the place before the third 
day, you may thinke, either chat the 


place was ſo farre diſtant, as that an old 


man of 12g. yeares or vpward, trauel- 
ling on foote, with an aſſe loaden with 
all neceſſaries both for the ſacrifice and 
their own prouiſion, could with conue- 
niẽcie come thither no ſooner, eſpecial- 
ly being to trauell leiſurely, that hee 
might the better meditate and aduiſe 
of that which he went about; or if hee 
came into the countrey ſooner, that the 
Lord for his greater triall held him in 
ſuſpence, not ſhewmg him the hill be- 
fore the third day. So that by the cir- 


cuunſtance of time and place, it appea- 


reth that Abraham had time enough to 
bethinke him, that if hee had not beene 
very reſolute, hee might haue deſiſted 


from this enterpriſe, 


Now as I ſaid, the worke it ſcife was 
very hard to be performed of him,whe- 
ther you conſider his uffection to his 
ſonne, or his allegiance to God. For as 
touching the former, it had been a ſore 


matter, as I ſheived before, only to haue 


D 4 forgone 


” Iphigen. , 
Plin.z5.10, 


„ 
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ne his fo 


his vawilling forbearing of Beniamins 
reſence for a time, Gẽ. 42. 3 8. eſpecial- 
being his onely ſonne, the ſonne who 


he loued euen I ſaac the toy of his heart; 


more eſpecially to haue forgone him by 


death, and that a violent death (for the 


true parent 1. King. 2. 27. deſired rather 
to loſe her child altogether, then haue 
halfe of him dead) but moſt eſpecially 
ſeeing his death ſeemed to annihilate 
the promiſes of God, not only concer- 
ning the multiplication of the Church, 
but alſo concerning the ſaluation of 
the faithful by Chriſt, who was to come 
of ſaac:to conſent ynto his death had 
been more grieuous, hauing conſented 
to deliuer him to death had been dole- 
full, to bee preſent thereat had beene 
more wofull. The eloquent Poet Eu- 


ri pides, and the cunning Painter Timan- | 


thes, were no otherwiſe able to expreſſe 
the dolefull countenance of Agamem- 
non, being preſent at the — of 
his — 2 Iphigenia, then by coue- 
ring his face: becauſe howſoeuer they 
could decipher the mourning counte- 
nance 


fo nne, asappeareth by his ? 
FF forgoing /ſmael, chap.21.11.and /acob 


- 
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' nance and dolefullbehauiour ofhero- 77 
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ther friends, and that in diuers degrees, See Tu 
yet they perceiued, neither pen nor inOraere,! 
pencill could expreſſe the griefe of a fa-· 
ther being preſent at the death of his 
childe. What then ſhall wee ſay to this 
worke enioyned Abrabam, that hee 
ſhould not onely conſent to his ſonnes 
death, nor to deliuer him to others by 
them to be ſacrificed, nor to be preſent 
only thereat, which few men could en- 
dure (for my part ſaith Luther on this 
place, Ego non potuiſſem eſſe —— 

or & maclator: I could not haue 
been a beholder, much leſſe an actor or 
ſlaughterer) but alſo that with his own 
hands he ſhould kill his owne ſonne, 
who was more deere vnto him then his 
owne life. And how ſhould he kill him? 
as a burnt ſacrifice : that is, firſt he was 
to binde him and to lay him vpon the 
altar, then to cut his throate, after he 
was to ſprinkle his blood round about reuis. t. 5. 1 
vpon the altar, then was he to cut hin 
in peeces, and hauing pulled out his en- 
trailes, and waſhed them in water, h 
was to burne all on the altar, himſelf 
making and tending the fire, and put 


usy 


Fung cuery pa 
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5.6. 17. 


wich in othertemptations he doth arme 


rt a 
oin the reſt into the ſire againe, vntill 
| were conſumed to aſhes : which 1s 

ignified by the phraſe of ſpeech which 

God vſeth, vehagnalebu ſham legnolah, 

and make him aſcend there (namely in 

ſmoake)as a whole burnt offring, wher- 

f nothing remaineth but aſhes. And 
all this was to be performed of a moſt 
tender hearted fatlier in his owne per- 
ſon, to his deere and only childe. Whoſe 
bowels earne not to thinke of this fact, 


who would not ſwoune to ſee it, wh+. 


would not dye rather then doe it? And 
not only his affection towards his ſon 
might haue hindred him from tlis act, 
but much more his allegiance to God, 


euen his obedience and his faith which 


here the Lord tried. And whereas in o- 
ther temptations the word of God is 
our helmet of ſaluation to defend our 
ſelues, and the ſword of the ſpirit to of- 
fend our enemies; in this temptation 
Abraham found tlie greateſt oppoſition 
againſt him in the commandements and 
promiſes of God. And ſurely(beloued) 
if God aſſault vs with his word, where- 


vs, 


s ic ſhould fall out 


vs, how ſhall any man hope to ft 


F 


, 
and? 
And yet this was Abrahams caſe. For if 
Abraham would ſheu himſelf obedient 

to the law of Cod, then ſhould hee not 

doe that which was in it ſelfe vnlawful, 

and vnnaturall, diſnonourable to God 

and ſcandalous to men. But this fact 

was condemned hy the law of God, 

who as hee forbiddeth the ſhedding of 
innocent blood, Gen. . 6. ſo he allow- | 
eth it not in ſacrifices. But , Sacrificing 
which was acceptable to the Gods of of men. 
the Heathen, who were diuels, was moſt 7/*+106-37 
abominable to the Lord. As for him, 
Amnguitine ſaith De temp. Serm. 7 3. Deus 
pro nobis iuſſit filin ſun occidi, non noſtros 
immolari God commaunded his ſonne 
to be llaine for vs, and not ours to he 
ſacrificed. And if hamicide be condem- 
ned, can parrietde be allowed? 

It was vnnaturall, and againſt the 
law of nature for a father to kill his 
guiltleſſe childe: for euen the brute 
beaſts thiemſe lues doe loue and cheriſh 
tlicir owne broode. Diſhonourable to 
God, as though hee delighted in ſuch 
cruell and vnnaturall ſacrifices, or as 
though he would haue men ſhew their 

| religion 
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religion by — 


mmitting parricide. Scan- 
dalous in reſpect of the Canaanites, 
amongſt whom · there was yet no ſuch 
practiſe, as Philo ſaith, who might haue 
condemned his religion, and abhorred 


his God for this one practiſe. Scanda- - 


lous in reſpect of poſteritie, who would 
be readie to imitate his example. For 
cuen hypocrites, if outwarde ſeruice 
would ſerue their turne, would not tick 
to offer the fruit of their bodie, for the 
ſinne of their ſoule. Scandalous to his 
ſeruants, who would either haue bound 
him for a mad man, or finding him in 
his wits haue deteſted him and his pro- 
feſſion as bloodie and barbarous. But 
ſcandalous eſpecially to Sarah his wife, 
who how ſhe would haue taken the 
{laughter of her moſt deerely beloued 
and onely ſonne, in regard of whom ſhe 
was called Sarah, a Princeſſe, and pro- 
miſed to be the Queenemother of the 
Princes and people of God, and the 


great grandmother of the Meſſias, who 


God had giuen her by miracle, eſpeeial- 
ly being committed by Abraham him- 
ſelfe, and without her priuitie and con- 
ſent, I leaue it to your wiſedomes to 

6 iudge. 
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iudge. For if Zipporab;when ſhe was ap- 


757 all | 


inted by Moſes onely to circumciſe 
er ſonne, did caſt the foreskinne at his 
feete, and ſaid, Thos art indeed a'bloodie 
buſband unto me : and thereupon (as 
Tremellius and Iunius note vpon Exod. 
4-25.and 18.2.)inarage refaſod togo 
any further with him: in what a caſe 
doe you thinke would Sara haue been, 
when ſhe ſhould haue vnderſtood, that 
Abraham with his owne hands had kil- 
led her onely ſonne, and in that manner 
which before I haue deſcribed. And ſhall 
eAbrabam now ſhew his obedience in 
doing that which in it ſelfe was vniuſt, 
ynnaturall,diſhonourable to God, and 
ſcandalous to men? And as touching 
his faith, if Abraham would approoue 
himſelfe to be faithfull and to beleeue 
the promiſes of God, then will hee not 
commit that, whereby in all apparance 
the promiſes are ouerthrowne. Ihe pro- 
miſes were principally two: the firſt 
concerning the multiplication of the 
Church in Iſaacs poſteritie, which was 
to inherit the land of Canaan: the ſe- 
cond, concerning the ſaluation of the 
faithfull in all nations, by the 1 
| cede 


the promiſe was to come of Iſaac. And 
ſhall Abraham now approue his faith, 
by killing /aac,and conſuming him to 
aſhes? Nay rather this might ſeeme a 
voluntarie extinguiſhing of y Church, 
and a wilfull renouncing of ſaluation 
by Chriſt. Didſt thou beleeue Abra- 
ham in the promiſed ſeede, and was this 
thy faith imputed vnto thee for righte- 
ouſnes, and can it now ſtand with thy 
faith to kill zac, in whom alone thou 
haſt theſe promiſes 2 In 1ſaac ſhall thy 
- ſeede be called, chap.21.12. Vith I ſaac 
and his ſced( laith the Lord) chap. 15. will 
I eftabliſh mine enerlaſting couenant, c. 
Doeſt thou beleeue to bee ſaued by 
Chriſt, who was to come of Jſaacs ſeed, 
and wilt thou with thine owne hands 
kill him, of whom he is to come? 

And this was the triall whereby God 
proued Abrahams faith and obedience, 
. Now let vs conſider how Abraham ap- 
proued himſelfe in this triall. For how- 
ſoeuer this triall was exceeding great, 
yet was not he tried aboue the ſtrength 
which God had giuen him. And firſt 
conſider how he approucth his obedi- 
7 ence. 


ſeedouyhich i Chat, ho according to 


41 


5 TIC" A A 
ence, For Alrabam behaueth not him- 
ſelfe, as any one of vs would perhaps 
haue done in the like caſe, alleaging for 
himſelfe and his ſonne: Alas he is my 
ſonne, mine onely ſonne, whom I deere- 
ly loue, euen /ſaac the ioy of my heart, 
without whom I can neither looke for 
the multiplication of a bleſſed ſeede, nor 
ſaluation by the Meſſias who is to come 
of him: if therefore I ſhould but forgoe 
him, it were deathtome, if I ſhould con- 
lent and be preſent at his ſlaughter, it 
were worſe than death: if I my ſelfe 
ſhould ſhed his innocent blood and be- 
reaue him of his pretious life, if I ſhould 
butcherlike ſlaughter him and cruel- 
ly burne his beloued body to aſnes, it 
were a hell vnto me in reſpect of that 
affection which I doe, and as I ama fa- 
ther ought to beare him, Beſides, this 
ſtandeth not with mine obedience to 
God, to commit ſuch an act which is ſo 
vniuſt, vnnaturall, diſhonourable to 
God, and ſcandalous to man; nor = 
with: my faith in his promiſes , to kill 
hich in whom they are made; and there- 
fore I will rather die then I will thus de- 
Peine my ſelfe of my ſonne, the world of 
vnn. the 


— . 


the Churchwhich is co be his ſeede, or | 


the faichfull of their Sautour which is 


to come of him. But Abraham although ; 


in his fatherly affection he were as ten- 
der hcartcd as the beſt of vs, and in his 
wiſdome did ſee and conſider all theſe 
impediments; yet notwithſtanding he 
was content to deny his affection, yea 
and his reaſon, and to performe ſimple 
and ahſolute obedience to God. For he 
might clunke; God hath reuealed his 
will vnto me in this commaundement, 
ſo as I cannot poſſibly doubt but that 
it is the oracle of God; to this will of 
God therefore muſt I ſubmit my ſelfe. 
What though Iſaac be deere to me, yet 
muſt not loue him more then God; yea, 
for Gods ſake I muſt be willing to for- 
goe him. God hath promiſed his ſonne 
to me, and ſhall I denie my ſonne to 
him? And what though it ſhall ſeeme 
an vniuſt thing to kill my guiltleſſe 
ſonne, yet I am ſure it is more vniuſt 
not to obey God. And although I am 
to be vnwilling to ſacrifice my ſonne, if 
X pleaſed God otherwiſe, yet muſtIbe 
more vnwilling to diſobey God. And 
what though it ſeeme valawfull and 
| contrary 
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ehe law of God, yet Tknow 


it is nö. Tiideede to kill a nn vpon a 


priuate notion; without ſufficient wars 
rant and àuthoritie, is fearefull mardet: 


but I haue fafficient authoritie, yen un 


exprèſſe eommundẽmnent from God, 
and therfore ſõ farre ſhal I be from ſim. 
ning if Tfacrifice Iſaac, as that I Nall . 
fearefully ſinne, if I doe ie not. But you 

will ſay, hath not God forbidden the 
ſhedding of innocent blood? Yea, but 
the Lord who is the ſupreme lawgiuer, 
hath this prerogatiue royall to diſpenſe 
with his own lawes, and may if it pleaſe 
him commaund things aboue telle com- 


mon ecburſe of juſtice; his will; Which is 


the rule of iuſtice, hauing this priui- 
ledge, that whatſdtucy hee willeth is 
therefore iuſt, it being a meere impoſſi- 
bilitie that hee ho is goodnes and iu- 
ſtice it ſelfe, ſnould either will or doe a- 
ny thing which is not iuſt; and conſe- 
quently all his commaundements ate 
to be vndłrſtood with this exception 
or reſtraint; N Deus aliter volwerit, 


Valeſſe God 2 — otherwiſe: As for 


example, the law forbidding man- 
laughter is thus to be vnderſtood, vn- 
IN E vnleſſe 
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Fnleſſe G 
£0 kill, ag the! Jayeull Magiſtrate, and 
the warrionx in la wfull hattaile. This 
Pearticnlar commaundement therefore 
giuen yato mef God, is my ſufficient 
Harrant ta ſacrifice my ſanne, the ge- 
nerall commaundement to the contra- 
3 tie notwithſtanding. And therefore to 
2 8 . 72. 1 Aitendis 3 feriat, G quem 
f attende quis inbeat; Doe you 
— 2 and whom he ftri- 
keth? marke allo who commaundeth, 
and acknowledge with me that the bare 
ſhew and apparance of ſinne, ſhould 
not driue me into a manifeſt and appa- 


ſoueraigne Lord ouer all his creatures, 
hauing abſolute autkoritie of life and 
N death,who may kill or preſerue,or any 
waies diſpoſe of his owne as pleaſeth 


will he may iuſtly take away the life of 
7 any man by what meanes he pleaſeth, 
HY alchough chere were no cauſe -of death 
in him. But thereis alſo cauſe of death 
in my ſonne, and in all mon ſince the 
fall, ſeeme they neuer ſo innocent. For 
1. 15a As in Adam all have ſinned, and — 
| made 


int or 9 | 


Gees a4 n 00 Mt 


rant ſinne. Beſides, God almighetię is a | 


him, Macth.20.15. and therefpre if, bee 


take ys out © 


\ ſhorrneth , ſeeing hee recompenceth 


things but God, nothing but the pure 


| Fran of God could perſivade me to offer fare, 2 5 
| | parricide. 


made our ſelues ſubic to death: forhe © 


Lord meg fz whertit pleaſeth him, 

of this life, and by what 
meanes it pleaſeth him. It is appointed K. 27. 
vnto all men once to dye, and this debt 
we owe to God in reſpect of our ſinne, 
which debt alſo he may claime when it 
pleaſeth him. Neither may hee bee 
thought to deale hardly with my ſonne 
or any of his children, whoſe daies hee 


their mortall life with immortalitie. 
And what though he be my ſonne, 
yet ſeeing ] haue the commaundemenc 
of God to offer him, this ought to be an 
inducement to me, rather then other- 
wiſe. For if he were a ſtraunger or my 
ſeruant, I might: well ſuſpect my ſelfe, 
leſt by any ſiniſter affection I were mo- 
ued to enterpriſe this work. Bur ſceing 


it is my ſonne, whom I loue aboue all | 
Falix orbi: 


And laſtly, what though many in- Zeno. Yero- 
conueniences are like to follow? what ven 
though I ſhall ſeeme to cut off the pro- 
miſes as it were at the roote, yet my du- 

E 2 tie 


HERES 
tie is not to be aquariſte to diſpute of 
Gods commailidement; bit ſimplie to 
obey hiswill,and to commit the euent 

8 ” i to God. K. | n 88 7 
And as his obedience Nas abſolute 
and ſimple, ſo alſo refolute ahd ſerious, 
as appeareth by theſe particulars: firſt, 
in that he acquainted not Sara or any 
other with his purpoſe, by whole per- 
ſwaſions and intreaties hee mighe per- 
haps haue beene hindred. Secondly, 
that when he ſa w the place a farre off, 
he would not ſuffer his tivo ſeruants to 
goe with him verſ. 5. leſt perhaps they 
would haut hindred him, condemning 
him of dotage: of which excuſe an vn- 
reſolute man would haue beene glad. 
Thirdly, in that he bindeth Iſaac : for 
although aas when he vnderſtood the 
will of God willingly ſubmitted him- 
ſelfe, when as for his ſtrength he might 
: eaſily haue reſiſted (for he was of yeeres 
| Neither 29 at the leaſt, when his father was 125, 
muſtthat Of firength ſufficient to carrie, and that 


| rroubleys vp the hill, wood enough to conſume 


 eranſlateda ſent 


ſent death, which is comman to all, and child, forfs 


' Abrahams purpoſe to ſacrifice his ſon, ſerh rohans 


onely ſonne: And the Apoſtle Heb. 1 1. 17. lic)and 1s. 


fromthe dead. 


you 


F 


naturall commotion of the parts and are the two 
members of — bodie, ſtrugling againſt ſeruants 
the ſenſe of paine, he thonght. good to ; ue 
preuent the worſt, And ſo reſolute was Pαi 


as that the Lord eſteemed it as done. been ir- 
For ſo he ſaith, verſ. 16. Becauſe thou haſt crrarue, the 


ancienteſt 


done this thing, and haſt not ſpared thine in the fami- 


plainly affirmeth, that Abraham when ſus when 
he was temptcd, offered his ſonne. To he was(as 
which purpoſe ſome expound thoſe — 
words, ver. 19. that hee receiued him thinbe) ge. 
from the dead by a ſimilitude: for fo yeeres old, 
reſolute Was Abrahams purpoſe to of- Ex. g;. 11. 
fer him as that in his opinion, who not 1 
once ſuſpected a triall, /aac was but a , — 
dead man. When as therefore he was 9 
ſpared by the commandement of God, 


he eſteemed it as if he had receiued him 


3+ It was readie and ſpeedie. For al- 
though there were many difficulties, as 

1 hs heard, and many impedi- 
ments to hinder him, yet was not hee 
long in reſoluing, and in ouertomming 
them. Who would not haue bin daun- 

| E z ted 
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dee and amazed 


at ſuch a charge? who 
3 would not haue been at his wits end? 
ho would not at the leaſt haue ſought 
delaies, or deſired reſpite? But eAbra- m 


bam early in the ſame morning ariſeth, | fe: 

verſ. 3. and preſently addreſſeth himſelfe | 
: to this worke., 8 78 | | re 
y 4. And although it were ſpeedie,yet at 
waz it not headie and for a brunt, but th 
diſcreete, couragious, and conſtant. His th 
diſcreete cariage of this action appea- hi 
reth in all the particular actions and {| n 
ſpeeches mentioned in this narration, | ſp 
which Moſes hathto this purpoſe parti- a 
cularized, as y he prouided wood and he 
other neceſſaties, that he loaded an aſſe fa 
with wood and food,thathe tooke two Cc 
of his ſeruants to attend him, and ſo of el 


the reſt; all which he did to ſo good end | , 0 


and purpoſe, as that it might appeare 6 
that this his behauiour was not a fanta | © 
ſticall fitte, or melancholy mood, but a 1 
diſcreete and temperate action, vnder-= | d 
taken with due aduice and mature de- e 
liberation, managed by rare wiſedome * 
and ſingular diſcretion. And therefore - 
the Lord delaied tlie execution ofthis „ 


work vnto the third day, that he might 
| aq not 


ſed dehberation, © 


ngt onely proue; but allo aþprove thbe 
obedient of Abrahaw: ii this behalf, 17 
as being not peiformed on a ſudden, ; 
motion, or vnaduiſedly, but with adui- 
4178 1:7 5 


4 


His courage and conftancie appea- 


and being entred into this action, no- 
thing coald hinder him from effecting 
theſame, but the yoyce of God from 
heauen: not the affection to his ſonne, 


reth in this, chat hauing once reſolued, 


not his ſweet copanieznot his amiabie 


Tpeech,verſ.7.which might haue moued 


a-hearrof flint, vhen as 7ſaac hoftia, de 


Chnſof, 


hoftia patrem interrogat: Tſaac being the ,,,, 2 fr. 


ſacrifice, queſtioneth with his father 


this anſwere, God will pronide, my ſonne; 


not the conſideration of tlie contrarie 
commandements of God, or repugnan- 


cie of the promiſes: but ſtedfaſtly per- 


ſiſteth in his cœurſe. And hauing alrea- 
die trauailed two daies, enduring al oc- 


currents in the meane time, which bea- 


ting vpon him as waues vpon a firme 
rocke were daſhed and —_— : and 


now ſeeing the place, the ſight whereof 


might hade daunted him; and having 


E 4 com- 


Fd 


concerning the ſacrifice, and receiueth 


N d 


ir vn. Ving a cun | 

ing, they for want of a beaſt to be ſacrifced, 
chat ſhuld ſuſpect nothing; without ſhew of 
properly 
which was full countenance & conſtant mind he 
a Synecdo - 
. 


| ofthe holic- 


nocent and obedient ſonne ſu 


* - * 


ning ſpoech vnto them, that 


ſſion and perturbation, with cheere- 


„ 


and ſo they two went together, which 
y holy Ghoſt hath twice noted, ver. 6. d. 
partly to moue compaſſion in the hea- 
rer, when he ſhould cõſider this couple 
who they were, with what minde and 
to what end they went * in 


nothing, carying wood to burne him- 


ſelfe, and a kinde and loving father, ca- 
Tying a knife to kill his ſonne, and fire 


to |} 


eraats to ſtaywiththe afſe, 


pecung 


—Y 
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then his one life;, Sacha paſſage(ſaitn 
Luther) is not to he found againe in all 
the Scriptures: and partly to note the 
inuincible conſtancic of. Abraham, uho 


hauing left his two ſeruants behind, and 5 


being not onely ogcaſioned by his ſons 
ſpeech, which could not but goe neere 
him, but alſo importuned as it were by 
the ppportanitie of the ſolitarie place 
to ytter his griefe (hich otherwiſe a 
man would chinke ſhould haue burſt 
his, heart) notwithſtanding he neither 
ſends [ſaac before, nor bids him come 
after either that hee might haue Jeſſe 
cauſe of griefe if hee were not preſent 
and in his ſight, or more opportunitie 


to grieue if hee were a little abſent and 


out of his hearing, but without ſhew of 
paſſion accompagietb him to the very 
place, where he buildeth an Altar, cou- 
cheth the wood, yſcth no doubt ſome 
effectuall ſpeechto perſwade his ſonne, 
when it cannot be ſufficiently maruei- 
led ho he could perſwade himſelfe: ha- 
uing perſwaded him, he bindeth him af- 
ter the manner of ſacrifices, Ne impa- 
Hentia dalpris vitimagg{citrares . Lefle 
ä ; through 


to borne him that was deerer vnto him 


= * 

- 

* * 
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hee laieth him on the Altar vpon the 
wood, ſtretcheth out his hand, raketh 


his knife with purpoſe preſently, I 
tremble to — it, preſently I ſay to | 


cut histhroate, to diſmember his body, 
and after to ſer fire to the wood, that as 
a whole burnt offring he might be con- 
ſumed, leauing nothing to himſelfe in 
apparance of all his hopes and expe- 
Qations but a few aſhes. But bleſſed be 
Gog,in the very nicke as he was giuing 
the fatall wound, as appeareth by the 
ſudden cric ofthe Angell, Abraham, A- 
braham , hee is ſtaied from his pur- 
poſe, and commended for his obediẽce; 
euen as if he had ſacrificed his ſonne, the 
Lord (to whom obedience is more ac- 
ceptable then ſacrifice, 1. Sam. ĩ 5.22.) 
accepting of the ſincere will and ear- 
neſt endeuour of his ſeruant for the 
deede it ſelfe. | . 
But although Abrahams obedience 


was ſingular, yet his faith, which was 


the ground of his vᷣhᷣedience and his vi- 


ctorie in che dmptation, was more 


wonderfull: 


ſiee ſhould kicke or fling, as e Iuguſtin⸗ 
. - faith: hauing bound him hand & foote, 


| wondetfoll:andth | 
faith, Hleb. 1.17-By faith be offred Iſaac. 


ys: DS ITT 
* { '# 5 £ / 


1 
PR 
- 


erefore 


For Abraham had rectiued a double o- 
racle from God, the one a promiſe con- 
cerning Iſaacs ſerde, the other a com- 
maundement concerning che burning 
of him to aſhes before he had any ſeed. 
Theſe 2.oracles in mans reaſon are cõ- 
trarie one to another, and nothifig but 
faith can reconcile them. How then was 
Abraham to behaue himſelfe in this re- 
pugnancie of Gods oracles? He knew 
certainly that the commandement was 
the word of the Lord, and therefore re- 
ſolued whatfocuer ſhould come of it, xo 
obey it, and to commit the euent᷑ to 
God; and of the promiſe he could not 
doubt, but that it alſo was the very o- 
racle of God, and therefore reſolved to 
belecue it, aſſuring himſelſe that al- 
though Iſaac before hee had any Rede 


were conſumed to aſhes, yet notw ich- 


ſtanding God would performe his pro- 

mifes concerning Iſaacs ſeede. But how 

can this be? If ſaucſ ſeede muſt inherit 

the land of Canaan, and Chriſt himſelf 

muſt come of his ſeed, then muſt he live 

vntill he haue ſeede, and not be __ 
| me 


the Apoſtie a 
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haue ſeede, according to the comman- 
dement, how ſhall his ſeede be multi- 
plied, or Chriſt come of it, according to 


the promiſe? Vet ſuch was Abrahams. 


faith that he aſſuredly beleeued, that al- 
though ſac were conſumed to aſhes 
before he had any ſeed, yet the promiſe 
concerning his ſeede ſhould be perfor- 
medi: and in this aſſurance of faith in 
the promiſe, hee readily, reſolutely and 
conſtantly obeyed the commandemẽt. 
Buthow could he obey the one, and yet 
beleeue the other, ſeing the one is con- 
trary to the other? Gs, Abraham 


* . afſuretdly beleeued that God as he is 


true and faithfull, and therefore wil- 
ling to keepe his promiſe: ſo in reſpect 
of his omniporene power and alluffici- 
encie he is able to make good his word, 


being indeed able to doe any thing, but 


to denie himſelfe or to goe backe from 
his word. And therefore doubted nor 
but that as hee had receiued his ſonne 
from the dead and barren wombe of 
Sara, as a ſimilitude of death (for thus 
thoſe words Heb.1 1. 19. may alſo be ex- 
V pounded) 
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lſo the 
x of his truth and faichfulneſſe, and 
could in reſpeRof his power, euen out 
of thoſe aſhes reſtore him vnto life, that 
his ſeed might be multiplied, and all na- 
tions of the earth might account them- 
ſelues happie in his bleſſed ſeed.” And 
this ĩs teſtified by the Apoftle, Heb, 1 1. 
17.18. 19. By faith (faith he) Abrabam 
force Iſaac when he was tempted, and 

e that, had receined the promiſes (which 
werd ro be fulfilled in his ſonne and his 
poſteritie) offered bis only begotten ſonne. 
To nhõ it was ſaid, lu Iſaac ſhall th ſeed be 


ded,that God was able to ralſe him vp tmen 
fri'the dead, from whence he receiued him 
alſo after a ſort. For as Procopius ſaith, ne 
pondered in his mind that ſaying of 
the Apoſtle, that God who had made 
Sarabofbarren fruitfull,conld alſo raiſe 
vp Iſaac from the dead: And therfore as 
Auguſtine ſaith, he beleeued wh&]/axc 


called. For he conſiderrd, or rather condlu- wnpuny, 


vas to be borne, and mourneth not for 3% 4 
him when he was to die: his hand is life emp. 72, 


ted vp to ſacrifice him that he might be 
dead, whoſe heart was lifted vp to be- 
leeue that he might be borne, Abrahane 

| doubted 
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Adͤouͤbted not ta helecue when Iſcac was 
- promifed : he doubted not to offer him 
when he vas required againe: neither 
was his religion in beleeuing, contrarie 
to bis druotion in obeying. And again, 
Credidit ſuſcepturus fillum, credidit occi- 
ſurus: He beleeued when he was to be- 
get hys ſonne, he beleeued when he was 
to kill him, vb i que fidelis, nuſquam cru- 
delis, euety where faithfull, no where 
cruell. And 5. another ſaith, ' 
Ju ſpe. nom den 455 Deo, quod contra 
ſpem acceperat abep. In hope hee denied 
not to God,whichagainſt hope, he had 
receiued from him. 


And thus by vndoubted faith in the 


other; & in reſpect of both is propoun- 
ded to vs and to all poſteritie, as a moſt 
notable patterne to bee imitated. For 
beloued, wee are to know that theſe 
things they were written for our profit, 
and therefore we muſt not be idle hea- 
rersof this ſtory concerning Gods pro- 
| uing 
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uing, & Abrahams approuing 
and obedience, but we areto apply the 
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ſame to our vſe and ediſication. 


And firſt from Gods prouing of A. 


hraham, wee are to learne that it is his 
maner to trie the ſonnes of men, and by 
triall to make knowne what is in them, 
that men might labour aforehand to be 
ſound, and to lay a good foundation 


-agaiaſt the day of triall. For if men bee 


indued with grace, the Lord will not 
haue it ſmotheted, but by triall to bee 
manifeſted to his glorie, their comfort, 


and godd example of others. If men be 


vnſound, and leade cheir life as it ere 
vpon a ſtage, he will by triall vnmaske 
them, tbat their hypocriſie may be de- 
tected & deteſted. And although none 
may looke in theſe dayes to be tempted 
as Abraham was, by a 7 com- 
mandement from God ( becauſe how- 
ſoeuer the Lord in former times ſpake 
Rufer ονντνννοε , At ſundrie times and 
many wayes to the Fathers, yet in theſe lat- 
ter times he hath ſpoken lait unto vit by his 
ſonne, Heb. 1. i. (and we are nottolooke 
tor extraordinarie reuelations and ap- 
paritions, but to hearken to the Sonne 

| cf 
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r , 
wh: . of God ſpeaking 
bonne ——————— 
Frhe 3 tried by ſowe other m⁰MWUÜl 5144. 
he feruicc Gods trials are either! of the right 
God. pre- hand, as ſome diſtinguiſh them, or of 
parethy the left. Of the right and are his tem- 
eto porall bleſſings, either offerd vnto vs, 
em. or conferd vpon vs. In reſpect of tem- 
porall bleſſings offered, hee trieth ys 
whether we wil make conſcience in the 
gathering and getting of them, as hee 
tried the Iſraelites in the gathering of 
Manna. Exod. 1 6. 4. For if, when anie 
worldly commoditie is offered to our 
deſire, we malte no conſcience how we 
compaſſe it, whether by lying and al. 
ſhood, or any other ſinfull meanes, wee 
ſhe our ſelues to bee carnall and pro- 
fane, ſeeing for euerie trifſe of the world 
we are readie to ſell our ſoules to the 
diuell: when as indeed the gaine of the 
whole world if thou couldſt ger it) will 
not counteruaile the loſſe of thy ſoule. 
And therefore if we were good Chri- 
ſtians indeed, and citizens of heauen 


by fin to hazard the loſſe of our ſoules, 
though we may gaine the whole world, 
| Mar. 


oy 


ner FT 
vneg vs in tho Word) 


we would be reſolued not to ſinne, and 
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„In 8:56: And as God erich te Stan 


tempteth vs by worldly commodities 
offeredʒvſiug them as his buits eo allure 
vs to ſinne: and therefore we are to bee 
aſlured, that when we ger them by vn- 
lawfull meanes, we do wich ehem ſwal- 
loty the hooke of the diuel i 
As touching the bleſſings beſtowed, 
the Lord trieth vs in reſpett of the viei 
whether we will make cõſcienee of im- 
ploying tliẽ according to his appoint. 
ment, remembring that we are hut his 
ſtewards euen . of theſe out ward gifts, 
who muſt giue him an account, how wr 
haue —— the goods committed to 
our truſt: as namely, whether wee are 
readie to expoſe & communieate thein 
to the publike vſes of tlie Church and 
commonwealth,and to the priuate ne- 
ceſſities of out brethren, as dur abilitie 
ſhall affoord, & their neceſſity require; 
For (that I may ſpeake a little of this 
point, the place wherein Iſpeake requi- 
ring it at my hands, and the time wher- 
in we liue giuing me but too iuſt ocea- 
ſion, the charitie of many waxing cold) 
when wee hauing wealth are made ac- 
quainted with others wants the Lord 
trieth 


r * 
i gt * 
hd . 


"erierh-our loue, and he trieth our fideli- | 


.tic.Our loue, fic to God, namely whe- 
ther wee loue him or the world more. 
And we are to know that God vſeth to 
trie vs in thoſe things which we loue, as 


n this example of Alralam : for he lo- 


ueth not God aright, who thinketh any 
thing too deare for him. boſoeuer ther- 
fore hauing this worlds good, ſeeth his bro- 
ther bane need and ſhutteth vp bis compaſ- 
from him (whom he ought to relieue 
for Gods ſake) how dwelleth the loue of 
Godin hims,faich John, I. Epiſt.3. 17. Such 
a one would be far from offering Iſaac 
vnto God, that denieth him a ſmal part 
of his goods. Secondly, he trieth tliy 
loue to thy brother, which appeareth to 
be nothing worth, whẽ thou canſt find 
in thy heart to denie him, being thy 
brother in Chriſt, yea thy fellow mem- 
ber of Chriſt, ſome worldly pelfe which 
thou mighteſt ſpare, ; to whom Chriſt 
Ieſus hath not denied his owne heart 
bloud. 3. Yea herein is tried thy loue to 
Chriſt thy ſauiour, who eſteemeth that 
giuen, or denied to him, which is giuen 
or denied to lus poore mẽ bers. Couldſt 
thou find in thine heart to denie reliefe 
co 


| coldwChrit 


— — 
if he were in neede? Take 
heed then how thou denieſt it to thy 


' needy brother who is a mẽber of chriſt, | 


Remember the excuſe which the wic - 
ked will make at the day of iudgement, 
and Chriſts anſwer to the ſame, Matth. 
25. 44. . ſor when Chriſt ſhal ſay vn- 
to them, Depart from me you curſed into 
igen ſhe's for [was an hiungred and 


you gane mono meat, I was thirity,andyou 


gaue mend drinks cixliey ſhall take ex. 
ception ,and ſay: Lord when ſaw we thee 
an hungredor thirſtie, Cc. andid not mi- 
niſter unto tier . But hee fliall anſwer, 
Verily I ſay dino yom in as much as yon did 
it not to ons of the leaſt of theſe, ye did it 
vot to me. Againe;herricthtliy ſidelitie: 
For if God haue appointed thee to bee 
his Almoner (as euery rich man is Gods 
Almoner)then art thou no better then 
a cheefe(tor ſo wouldeſt thou thinke of 
thine Almoner) if thou keepeſt backe 
from the poore that which God hatlr 
commanded thee to giue them. 

The trials ofthe left hand are croſſes 
both temporal and ſpirituall. The tem- 


porall are afflictions: and afflictions 


are what ſoeuer croſſe our de ſires. And 
a F 2 be- 


Tam 1. 12. 


becauſe afflictions trie mens faith, obe 


diene, loue, patience, thercfore they 
are called temptations or trials, lam. 1. 
ver. 2.3. 1. Pet. 1.7. Wherfbre when we 
are exerciſed vnder the grofle; let vs 
thinke that the Lord as he doth father- 
ly chaſtiſe vs for our ſinnes, fa he proe- 
ueth our faith and patience, what wee 
are able to heare for his ſake, and wil-, 
ling to ſuffer at his hands that hath ſuf- 
fered ſo much for vs; Whether wee are 
willing to forgoe our worldly deſires 
for his ſake, &c. that ſo we may be care · 
full to approue our ſelues to God, that 
proueth vs. For as Iames ſaith, Bleſſed ts, 
the man that endureth temptation or trial. 
fer when by triall he ſhall be found approe- 
ued, he ſhalreceine the crowne of life, mbich 
the Lord hath promiſed to them that loue 
him. Among others which are afflicted, 
let parents which forgoe their children 
or other friends, learne by this triall of 
Abraham how to behaue themſelues: 
For as Abraham by the commaundes 
ment vnderſtood the will of God, ſo 
may they by the euent. And as he ſub- 
mitted himſelfe to the will of God de- 
clared in the commaundement, ſo muſt 


they 


. 


— 


Anubumt trial. 69 
they to this will · reuealod in the euent. 
For if we cannot be content to giue the 


Lord leaue to take them to his mercie 


when it pleaſeth him eo call them, what 
would we doe if the Lord ſhould bid vs 
with our owne hands to kill them, and 
to burne their bodies to aſſies, eſpecial · 
ly if they were to vs, as I ſaac. vas to A- 
braham ? Yea bat eAbrahans by reaſon 
of the promiſe knew his ſonne ſhould 
(if he were killed) be reſtored to life: 
and haſt not chou a better promiſe of 
thy ſonnes reſurrection? Iſaac if he had 


bin killed, he ſnhould baue riſen ts haue 


died againe, as Laxarus did: thy ſonne 
ſhal riſe to die no more. He ſhould liaue 
riſen with a mortall bodie, thy ſonne 
ſhall riſe with an immortall. And what 
though he ſhall not riſc again ſo ſoone, 
yet in the meane time his ſoule is with 
God, and therefore in better caſe then 
if he were ſtill with thee: and his bodie, 
no otherwiſe then as ſcede-graine is 
committed vnto the earth againſt the 
great harueſt. And what husbandman 
weepeth wheri he committeth his ſeed 
to the ground, rhe common mother of 
v all? Vea hut his bodie ſtrali be re- 
ans F 3 ſolued 


ſolyed-inth duſt. Thou foule, that which 


* thay ſomoſt is not quickgned;.except it die, 
and as it were rot in the earth, I. Cor. 5. 
verſ. 36. And although thy ſonnes body 
be ſownew corruption, yet it ſhall be 
raiſed in intorruption; id is ſowne in 
diſhonour, it ſhall be raiſed in glorie. 
verſ. 12.433. 5 * 
Spirituell craſſes are hereſies in iudge- 
ment, and common corruption in man- 
ners. In reſpeR of the former the Lord 
trieth vs, when hee permitteth here ſies 
to· ſpring vp among vs. For as the Apo- 
ſtle ſaith, 1. Cor. 1 1. 19. There muſt be he- 
reſies, euen among vs, which are the true 
Church of God, that theſe which are ap- 
proned amog vs, migbt be kyown.Therfore 
the Lord forewarneth the Iewes, that if 
a falſe prophet ſhould ariſe among the, 
they ſhould not hearken vnto him, 


though, hee ſhould confirme his doc- 


trine by ſignes and wonders: For (ſaith 
be Deut. 13.3.) the Lord your God pro- 
ueth you whether you laue the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and all your ſoule. 
Euen ſo at this day, the Lord ſuffereth 
Poperie, the ſinke of hereſie and myſte- 


heretikes 


ä 


rie of iniquitie, to ſpread, and popiſtr 


ich heretikes and Idolatours co ge abourz _- 
be, perſwading men to an apoſtaſic fro ' -- 
15. Chriſt to Antichriſt, whieli they call re- 

y | conciling nien to the Pope and Church 
be of Rome but ix (as I haue proued elſe- 
in where) che ſetting vpon men the marke 
rie. of the beaſt, whereby tl. ey are branded 

I vnto deſtruction, Reuel. 14. 9. 10. But 

ge- this is done for the triall of the faithful 
m- and found Chriſtians; and for à iuſt 
Id iudgment on the vnſound, vpon whom _ 
ſies the Lord ſendeth efficacie of error and ns : 2 
0 | ſtrong illuſtons, that they may beleeue 
be- | te lying doctrines of Antiefiriſt, be- 
rue cauſe they haue nor loued the trutli of 
the Goſpel, y they might be ſaucy by in 
ore | But bleſſed be God: howſocuer Anti 
if | chriſt preuniletł in theſe that doe pe: 
ie, | riſh, as the Apoſtle faith, yet the Lord uu 
m, leſus hath prophecied; that it fhall not 
c | be poſlible for the falſe prophets and 
ith | miniſters of Antichriſt, to ſeduce either 
ro-. | totally or finally clic elect, Mat. $4.24; 7 
pur. And as touching corvuptions in man- 
ur. ners, the Lord ſuffererh the wicked to 
the liue among the'fairhfull to trie them, 
te- Iud. 2. 26. And euen in theſe times (be- 
iſrloued) the godly liue among ſuch a ge- 
2 F4 enden 
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| 
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peration f men, as that if a man doe 
butlabourto keepers good: conſcience 
ingny meaturealthough hequeddle nop 
with matters of ſtate, of diſcipline or ce» 
remonics.; As for example, I a Miniſter 
diligencly-preach, or in his preaching 
ſee ke to profit rather then to pleaſe, re- 
membring the ſaying of the Apoſtle, f 
I ſceke to pleaſe men, I am not the ſeruant 
ef Cbriſt, Gsl. 1. 10. Or if a priuate Chri- 
ſtian make conſcience of ſwearing, ſan- 


..* © Qifyingthe.Sabboth, frequentiogSer- 


mond, or abſtaining from cho common 

cerruptions ofthe time, he ſhal ſtraight 
— condemned for a Puritane, and 
conſequently: be leſſe fauoured, then ei · 
thac a carnal] Goſpeller,or a cloſe Pa- 
piſt. But tlius it pleaſeth God to try vs 


whether e haue faitli or not, and whes 


ther wee ꝓrefeire the applauſe of vaine 
men / before the approbation of the 
great and glorious God. For what ſaith 
ohr Sauiour tothe Iewes, lob. 5. 44. Ham 
can you bielecus ſering you ſerks glerie and 
citimation one from another, and ſeeks not 
that glorie which cmmeth fram God 4. 
lens! It cherefoe thou deſireſt te be ap- 
proucd for a ſound chriſtian, lou muſt 


labour a 


labour to keepe agood — 
22 thy ſelfe to God who trieth 
the heart: and not onely contemne the 
cenſures of carnall men (whoſe wiſe- ' 
dome is enmitie againſt God) but alſo 
think thy ſelf happie when men ſpeake 
euill of thee for righteouſnes ſake, Mar, 
5. 11, And theſe briefly are the trials of 
God, whereunto all ſorts of men are 
ſubiect, both hypocrices and. ſound 
Chriſtians, 
Hypocrites, whom the Lord tricth, 
that they ſhrinking in their. triall and 
falling away, their hy pocriſie may be 
detected. For (beloued) there bee ma- 
ny which liue in the Church which be 
not of it, and cannot eaſily be diſcerned 
vntill triall come. But ſuch men as they 
are vnſound, and by reaſon thereof ſub- 
iect to defection, ſo when they are tried 
they commonly fall away: and they are 
ſuffered to fall, that it might appeare 
they were not of vs, as John ſpeaketh, 
1. Epiſt. 2. 19. For as the firic fornace 
diſcerueth the droſſe from the mettall, 
the faune ſeuereth the chaffe from the 
corne; © trials put a difference betwixt 
hypocrites, ad ſound Chriſtians. It 
TE bchouerh 
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uct vt (elo 
to lay a good foundation againſt 


017-24 the day of riall;to build vpon the rock, 
| * to'take root inwardly ,'and to bring 


forth frute outwardly, to haue oyle in 
our lampes ; otherwiſe, if wee content 


our ſelues with the greene leaues of an 


out warde profeſſion; neither -hauing 
tlieroote of faith, nor fruits of loue, e 
ſhall wither when the ſunne of tempra- 
tion ariſcth, Luk. 8. 13. If we build vpon 

the ſand, that is, as our Sauiour expoun- 
deth, be hearers and not doers of his 
word,when the windes of remprations 
ſhall blow, and ſurges of trials ſhall 
beate againſt vs, our building will fall 
to the ground, Matth. y. 26. 27. If wes 
content our ſelues with the ſhining 
lampe of an outward profeſſion, wan- 
ting the oyle of inward grace, w hen the 
Bridegrome commeth, wo ſhall be ſhue 
out. | 3 


¶ But the Lord alſotrieth the faithful! 


and ſound Chriſtians, ſometimes to let 
them ſee their ow ne weaknes, chad the 

may be humbled at the ſight — 
and be made more circumſpect forthe 
kim eo come; Sometimes ro te 


uct in the 


e 


neuer trieth them aboucthicirſtrevgth; 
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—— both co, themiſelaeg ß, 
and others, but alwaies for thett gast 
in the end, Deut. 8:26. And thereforch 1 


or atleaſt abouc their proſt but pro- 
portioneth his trials both to their 
ſtrength, 1. Cor. i o.i 3. and alſa to their 4. 
profit, Hebr. 12. ro.and conſequently ö 
the iſſue of them is alwaies happie and 
good: che Lord cauſing all things (and 
not onely his trials) to worke together 
for their good which doe loue him, 
Rom. 8. 28. And although many times 
they are brought to that exigent, as that 
their eſtate ſeemeth deſperate and re- 
medileſſe, yet euen in the nick when 
things are at the warſt, the Lord (who 
neuer faileth thoſe which forſake not 
him)as it were *»"##2w% and beyond al 
expectation, giueth deliuerance. As in 
this triall of Abrabam, verſ. 10.1. and 
that of Job. And it was well ſaid of Philo, 
when he pleaded the cauſe of his natiõ, 
being brought-to a great exigent, be- 
fore; Caligula: It cannot bee: hut that 
Gods aide is neere, ſeeing all mans 
help faileth va. Seeing then the: trialt 
of che faithfull are profitable and tend 
: | ans 
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thoir:gaod; therefore lo many of vs 
is are ſound, are to be ſofarrefropray- 


ing againſt theſe temptations of triall, 


as that wee are rather to deſire that wee 


may be tried, Pſalm. r 39.23. and to be 


glad when 
verſ. 6. 7. 
Tlie yſe 


in reſpect af «Abrahams ap- 
2 himſelfe is tlus, that as we pro- 
eſſe gur ſelues to be the ohildren of A. 
brabans and heires ot. promiſe, ſo wee 
ſhould ſhew our ſelues to be the childeã 
of Abrabam, in imitating his obedience 
and his faich, to which end the Lord 
hath by Moſes propounded this wor- 
thie example, and. by me expounded 
the ſame vnto you. And firſt our obe- 
dience muſt be conformable vnto his. 
Iſay not that it muſt be equall. For al- 
though we muſt ſtriùe toyards this = 
fection, and neuer content our ſelues 
with our growth vntill. v come to our 
that is, our full growth, which wee 
ſhall neuer doe whiles we liue here;bee 
cauſeructins life wee ate alwaies in our 
a and, growing age]; yet few may 
hopeto attaine to Aſnalums pitch. But 
. . ee be cquall to match 


him 


= 
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in obedience, it wee would be eſteemed 
leis children, as the faithfull are. For as 


our Sauiour faith, Ioh. 8. 3 5. F you were . 


rhe ſonnet of Abraham you would doe the 
workes of Abraham. 8 
But thou wilt ſay, If God did ſpeake 
to me, and coimmaund me any thing, as 
he did to Abraham, I would doe as A- 
braham did. I anſwere, thou art to ap- 
plie euery generall commaundement 
in the word, as ſpoken vnto thee: and 
thou art to make conſcience of obeyin 
the ſame, as if God from heauen di 
now ſpeake vnto thee. For ſo the Lord 


2 


him, yet we mu be liketo imirnteh N 


hath propounded his commandemẽts, 


as that thou canſt not doubt. bug that 
he hath ſpoken to thee therein. For doth 


hee not ſpeake to abe, ivhen hee ſaith, 


Thom ſhalt not kill, Thow ſhalt not feale, 
ce. Nay further I proteſſe vnto thee, 
that as thou haſt greater aſſurance that 
God: ſpeaketh. ento thae in his, ward, 
cher it an Angel Mould ſpeake vnto 
thee from heauen (for the written word 
the Apoſtle: calleehycαπτον air n mort 
ſune mord, 2. Pet. t: i. and if we ſhould: 
truſt to extracrdinaric reuelations and 

34d : appart- 


- 7 
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= apparkions of Angels, we ſhould bee 


13.1. 


ſubiect to the illuſions of Satan, who 
can trans forme himſclfe into an Angell 


of lighi:) ſo if thou wilt not hearłento 


the written word of God; to Moſes, the 
Prophets, and the Apoſtles, neither wilt 
thoubelccuc or obey though an Angel 
ſhould come from heauen, or a man: 
ſhould come from the dead, Luk.16. 

Wellthen, when thon haſt a com · 
mandement from God, do as Abraham 
heere doth. As for example, God com- 
mandeth thee to turne vnto him, to re- 

nt thee of tliy ſinnes, to beleeue in 
Chriſt, to walke vprightly before him, 


to ſacriſice not thy ſonne, but thy ſelfe, 


and to offer vp thy ſoule and thy bodie 
as a holy, liuely and acceptable ſacrifice: 
vnto him which is thy reaſonable, that 
is, ſpirituall ſeruice of him. Be carefull 
to approoue thy obedience as Abrabam 
did. What though inconueniences will 


follow, what though the world ſhall 


condemnethee, and the wicked flout 
thee, & the diuel & thine owne fleſh ſet 
themſelues againſt thee: denie thy ſeife 
as Abraham did, and thine otn reaſon; 
diſpute not of Gods e 
22 N ut 
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but obey it, and commit the euent ro 


God. And let thine obedience bee not 


onely abſolute & reſolute, but alſo ſpec· 


die without delay, & conſtant without 
fainting. Worthie is that ſaying of Lu- 


ther to bee written in the tables of our 


hearts, Qui habet certum verbum Dei, 
in quac unque vocatione, credat tantuns 
& audeat, & dabit Deus haud dubie ſe 
eundos exits, Whoſoeuer hath the cer» 


taine word of God in any calling, let 


him beleeue onely and be bold, & God 
no doubt will giue proſperous ſuc- 
ceſſe. TIP | 

Nou if we wold approue our obedi- 
ence when God proueth vs, as Abra- 
bam did, wee muſt be qualified intwo 
reſpcas as he was. For firſt, ſecing the 
Lord vſethto proue vs in ſuch things as 


uwe loue: therfore we are with Abraham 


to thinke nothing we haue too deare to 
be conſecrated to God, but we muſt be 
readie ta offer as a ſpirituall ſacrifice, if 
Gad ſhall require the ſame, our goods: 
our honour, our ſonnes and daughters, 
our parents, our wiues, our liues, our 
ſelues: for hee that loueth anie of theſe 
more then Chriſt is not worthie of him, 

: Matth. 


Gods, that which God hath giuen vs. 
FSecondly, we muſt(as Abraham was) 
bee reſolued before hand to obey the 
commandements of God, ſeeme they 
neuer ſo vnreaſonable vnto vs. For this 
reſolution will make the commande- 
ments eaſie to'vs;,which ſeem hard to o- 
thers. As indeed the difficulty of Gods 
cõmaudemẽts is to be attributed to the 
corruptions and contrarie diſpoſitions 
of men, who haue refolued, or at the 
leaſt inured themſelues to do euill: fo 
chat it is as eaſie for them to abſtaine 
from their accuſtomed finnts;as it is for 
a Blaclcamoore to change his huc, or a 
Leopard his ſpots, lerem. 13.23. It is ea- 
fie for a ſober and teraperat man to ab- 
Raine from drunkennefle, a chaſt man 
from whorcdome,areligivas man from 
wearing, a mild man from chaſing and 
revenge; but bid a drunkard leaue his 
drunkennes, a whoremaſter to forſake 
his filthineſſe, &c. you may as well bid 
him pull out his eye, or cut 2 
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ſo hard a thing it is for them to mori 
their earthly members, fornication, vn- 6 I 
cleannes, & c. Col. 3. 5. But let God —— 93 
an Alrabã that is reſolued to obey hit 
in all things, offer thine only ſonne vn- 
was) to me for a burnt ſacrifice, and hee will 
"the | readily doe it. And as we are to follow 
they Abrahams obedience, ſo muſt we imi- 
this | tate his faith, and that in two reſpects: 
ide- firſt, in beleeuing the promiſes of Gd: 
o0- | ſecondly,in bringing forth fruites and 
ods | working by loue. 
the | As touching the former, our dutie is 
ons | to be reſolued before hand with Abra- 


the bam, as to obey the commandements of 
; ſo God, feeme they neuer fo varcaſo- 
ine nable: ſoto beleeue his promiſes, ſeeme 
for they neuer ſo vncredible. 

ra Thou wilt ſay, If God did promiſe me 
ea- any thing as he did to. Alrabam, l would 
tb. beleeue as hee did, The promiſes were 
an made to Abraham and his ſeede, that is, 
m the faithfull who are the lonhes of A- 


nd braham and the heires of promiſe. And 
Us - although the promiſes be generally pro- 
ke pounded in the word, yet art thou 
1d particularly to apply them to thy ſelfe 
d, as ſpoken to thee. For being generall 
ſo G they 


2 nme 
they include al, that exclude not them- 
ſelues by infidelitie: only bring the con- 
dition of the promile which is faich, and 
thou art ſafe. For doth no: the Lord 


hath remiſſion of fin, ſhall riſe to glo- 


3 had a promiſe, that if when they were 
= 225 ſtung — the firie — did 
Iob.3. 14-15 lift vp their eyes to the brazen Serpent, 
45. they ſhould be healed. Reſolue then to 
lift vp the eye of faith to hum that was 
figured by the brazen Serpent, to be- 
leeue in Chriſt, labour to lay hold vpon 
him by faith, ſtriue againſt thine owne 
;ofidelitie and doubting : aſſure thy 
ſelfe, if thou beleeueſt, that thou art iu- 
ſtified, and ſhalt be ſaued. Let not the 
ſenſe of thind owne weakenes, or the 
conſcience of thine owne vnworthines, 

or any thing elſe, wring from thee thy 
ſtedfaſt faich in Chriſt : bur beleeue a- 
gainſt ſenſe and reaſon, and = a- 
gainſt hope as Abraham did. This is 
the promiſe of God, beleeue in Chriſt, 
Aar. 16.16. and thou ſhalt be ſaued. Indeed it plea- 
| ſeth God many times ſo to trie his ſer- 
uants, for the exerciſe of their _ as 
; that 


promiſe, whoſoeuer beleeueth in Chriſt 


rie, ſnall be ſaued? even as the Iiraclites - 
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that their triall ſeemeth to oppugne his 73 
promiſes. But yer notwithſtanding the 
promiſes are firmely to be belecued, 


and we are to be perſwaded, that when 'rarher i» : 
any thing doth happen vnto vs con- Ga. 
trarie to the promiſe, and the Lord | 


ſhewes himſelfe vnto vs otherwiſe then 
the promiſe ſoundeth (as our Sautour 
ſhewed himſelfe to the woman which 
was a Cananite, Matth. 15. 2 3.28. )that 
it is but a trial, whereby the Lord, how - 
ſoeuer hee exerciſeth vs for a time, will 
yet doe vs good in the end, Deut. 8. 16. 
and therefore we are not to let goe our 
hold, or ſuffer the promiſe, which is our 
ſtaffe and ſtay, to be wreſted out of our 
hands. Rather let vs imitate Abraham: 
faith in this place, who when hee was 
commaunded to kil his ſonne, in whoſe. 
ſeede hee had many promiſes, yeelded 
indeed to the commandement, and yet 
held him to the promiſe. Though ae 
be conſumed to aſhes, yet ſhall the pro- 
miſe of God concerning his ſeede bee 
performed. So /ob when he was ſo grie- 
uoully afflited,as that in his own ſenſe, 
and opinion of others, he ſeemed to be 


caſt out of Gods fauour, yer (ſaith he) 
8 2 f though 


* * IS. 1 7 5 


Pe 


x 


ns AE Seas 


| in him. In 
like fort, when as God promiſeth life to 
all char beleeue, & yet we die: we muſt 


beleeue that although ve die, yet wee 


Nall liue, Ioh. 11. 25. In a word, we muſt 
learneby Abrahams example, to giue 
credite to the truth and power of God, 
rather then to our one ſence and rea- 
ſon. For he is true, and therfore will, hee 
is omnipotent, and therefore can per · 
forme his promiſe. 

Secõdly, our faith muſt be fruitful, as 
eAbrahems was, and we ate to maniſeſt 
it by good works, that the Lord may 
ſay of vs, as he did heere of Abraham, 
Naw I know that thou frareſt God, c. for 
although good works do not concurre 
wich faith to the act of iuſtification as 
anie cauſe thereof, yet they concurre in 
the ſubiect, that is, the partie iuſtified, 
as neceſſarie fruits of his faith, and te- 
ſtimonies of his iuſtification. And ther- 
fore Abrabam although he were iuſtifi- 
ed before God, by faith without works, 
as Paul ſaith, that ia, abſolued from his 
ſinnes and accepted as righteous vnto 
life; yet he was iuſtied not only in that 
ſence by faith, but in another — 

8 that 
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that is, deelared to be if 


| James faith. But to this purpoſe moſt 


effeQuall is S. James his argument in 


che ſecond chap. By ſuch a faith s A> . c-* 


brahayi was iuſtified, muſt we be iuſti- 
fied: but Abraha was iuſtified by ſuch a 
faith as brought forth good works, as 
appeareth by this example, and was not 
an idle or dead faith: and therfore that 
faith herby we muſt be 1uſtified muſt 
bring forth good fruits, or els it. is hot a 
liuely & atrue, but a dead & couanter- 
feit faith, by which no man can be iuſti- 
fied. For howſocuer faith alone doth iu- 
ſtiñie, becauſe it alomꝭ doth apprehend 
the righteouſneſſe of Chriſt, whereby 
we are iuſtified; and not loue or any o- 
ther grace, yet that faith which is alone 
doth not iuſtiſie, becauſe it is not a true 
faith. For euen as, the bodie without 


=_ or breath, is iudged to be dead, ſo {992.26 I 
a 


ith which is without works is dead. 
And to conclude, howſocuer the pro- 
miſe of ſaluatiõ is made to faith, yet the 
ſentence of ſaluation ſhall be pronoun 
ced according to our works: and there- 
fore let ys be carefull as «Abraham was 
to ſhew our faith by our workes : For 
G 3 good 
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= > wood'Warks are as it were the euidence 
fccording to which the Lord wil iudge 
ol our faith: in ſo much that where hee 
1. 5.34 findeth none, hee will ſay, Depart from 
nme pas curſed into euerlaaſting fire a And 
where hee findeth workes giuing eui- 
dence to our faith, he will ſay, Come you 
bleſſed of my father, inherite the kingdome 
' whichis prepared for you from the founda- 
tion oftbe world. To which kingdome let 
vs beſeech him to bring vs, who hath ſo 
dearely purchaſed it for vs, euen Chriſt 
leſus the righteous, to whom wit li 
the Father and the holy Ghoſt 
belall praiſe and glorie 
both now, and 
euermore. 
Amen, 


FINIS, 


__ 
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Errata. 
Pag. ic. lin. ra. reade, as he knoweth he can 
.  anſwere. 27. lin. zr. reade, when as. pag 41. 
| — 
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de, not deliuer. lin. 10. not be preſent, 


